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ARHS-ARE Dookie and Cobram Lines 


Centenary Tour 1-2 October 1988 


October Ist 1888 was quite a significant date for the 
then Victorian Railways, with the opening of several 
new railway lines, including Frankston - Baxter, 
Waubra Junction - Waubra, Heathcote Junction - 
Kilmore, Bendigo - Heathcote, Numurkah - Nathalia 
and Dandenong - Tooradin as well as Shepparton - 
Dookie (27 kms) and Numurkah - Cobram (35 kms), 
whose centenaries, celebrated over the weekend 
Ist/2nd October, 1988, form the subject for this 
article. 

The joint organising committee had originally 
planned for a large number of bookings and subse- 
quently had to cut back the trimmings when the final 
details were to hand. The tour train had originally 
been planned to be hauled from Melbourne to 
Seymour and return by R761, but the shortage of 
bookings meant that unless a cheaper alternative 
could be arranged the tour would have to be 
cancelled. Several alternatives such as hiring T320 
from Seymour or booking on the regular train to 
Seymour were considered, but the most viable was 
the hiring of a B class loco from Melbourne to 
Seymour and return, which was what eventuated. 
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On Saturday, Ist October B75 with 7ABE, 3ABE, 
25BE and IBCE departed Spencer Street two minutes 
late at 08 22, but by Broadmeadows three minutes 
had been gained. With no photostops scheduled, the 
train ran express to Seymour, arriving five minutes 
early. Of interest was the crossing near Kilmore East 
of 8310 up Albury pass. with B76 up front. While we 
were at Seymour A78 with 8308 up Cobram pass., 
42212 with 8661 Sydney, A66 with 8307 down Cobram 
pass. and DRC40 on 8314 up Seymour ran through or 
departed. 

JS15 shunted carriages 3BCE, 29BCPL, 43BPL, 
SABE and 14BE onto the train with B75 being shut 
down by the crew in number two road. At 10 47, J515 
steamed off, with a photostop being held before 
Mangalore, where which the sun shone brightly after 
threatening clouds had emerged at Seymour. With 
JS15 proving to be a real tribute to those who had 
restored it, time was made up before arrival at Shep- 
parton. 

The train then headed off along the recently 
upgraded Dookie branch line. Excellent riding 
attested to the high quality of work done on the line’s 


J515 with B75 at Seymour on Sat.1.10.88. 
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A66 with the 09 10 down Cobram pass. departs Seymour on Sat.1.10.88. 


Later in the day J515 arrives at Dookie with a shuttle trip from Pine Lodge. (All photos John Green) 
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J515 puts in a spirited run at Wunghnu on Sun.2.10.88. 


The ‘derailed’ turntable, with J515 stranded half-way round. 
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attested to the high quality of work done on the line’s 
relaying. At Dookie the local celebrations, including a 
street parade, with the Victoria Police Band in atten- 
dance, were underway when the train arrived. Time 
was lost at Dookie and the first of three shuttle trips 
was commenced over one hour late. A commemor- 
ative clocktower and a milepost were unveiled at 
Dookie as part of the celebrations. 


J515 left Dookie at 16 16, arriving at Shepparton at 
16 58. Those who had booked only for the day tour 
travelled by bus to Seymour, connecting there with 
N452-D-N set on 8332 up Albury pass. 


The steam train made another return trip to 
Dookie, departing Shepparton at 17 34 and arriving at 
Dookie at 18 08. The final departure from Dookie was 
at 18 19, with arrival at Shepparton at 19 28. JS15S 
stabled the train and those on the weekend tour went 
to the motel and then on to the TAFE College 
canteen for the evening meal. It was raining quite 
heavily and most people retired to the motel after the 
meal although I wonder if anybody ventured into the 
spa bath or heated pool at the motel, which is said to 
be Shepparton’s best. Well done, tour organisers! 


Sunday 2nd October began with the continental 
breakfast at the motel prior to the short bus trip to 
the railway station, where J515 had been spruced up 
and was letting off steam prior to its on time depar- 
ture at 09 15. 


Three excellent photostops were held before 
arrival at Cobram. Ten minutes were lost from the 
timetable during the shuttle trips operated from 
Cobram to Strathmerton. N466-D328-N12-Z62 were 
stabled at Cobram for the 16 40 service to Melbourne. 
(On Saturday A66 had operated V/Line shuttles from 
Cobram to Numurkah as part of V/Line’s contribu- 
tion to the railway centenary.) A bus tour of the local 
area was held, as well as a barbecue lunch in the 
nearby park for the weekend travellers and local 
people. 

Everything was running smoothly as J515 departed 
Cobram only three minutes late and made up time, 
arriving at Numurkah five minutes early. The turn- 
table at Numurkah, which had been reconditioned 
for the occasion, caused a problem when it came off 
balance when JS15 had been turned half way round. 
Water was added to the tender and the other end of 
the turntable was jacked up by the local ganger. J515 
left Numurkah some twenty minutes late which was 
good considering the predicament in which the loco 
had been when half way round the turntable pit. At 
Shepparton further time was lost due to confusion 
over loco watering, with the fire brigade having not 
been in the correct position. The train eventually left 
33 minutes late. With the up pass. coming up behind 
us, it was thought at one stage that the regular train 
would go through and we could be held until 
19 00 for a path into Melbourne. 

Arrival at Seymour was 41 minutes late. JS1S and 
the Seymour group’s carriages were detached, and 
B75 attached for the express run to Spencer Street, 
where arrival was at 19 54, in some 75 minutes from 
Seymour! 

The tour was quite enjoyable and credit must be 
given to the organisers and to the train crews and 
V/Line employees at all locations who had assisted 
over the weekend. The most praise should go the 
crews from Seymour who had worked J515 over the 
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weekend. The J is a real tribute to those involved in 
its restoration. Most people on the tour commented 
on how well J515 had been restored and how pleasing 
it was to have a locomotive without an advertising 
headboard mounted on its front. One other misfor- 
tune was that repairs to the Murray River bridge at 
Tocumwal had not been completed and the special 
was not able to venture from Strathmerton to 
Tocumwal as had originally been planned. 


J515 approaches Strathmerton with the tour train on 
Sun.2.10.88. (All photos John Green) 


BACK ISSUES OF 
NEWSRAIL ARE AVAILABLE 


FOR LIST WRITE TO: 


ARHS SALES 
G.P.O. BOX 5177AA, MELBOURNE, 3001 


MetPlan — The Final Version 


MetPlan was released by the Minister for Transport, 
Jim Kennan, during September 1988. This short 
article briefly reviews the plan, and is in addition to 
The review of the May 1988 Draft Strategy in the July 
1988 issue of Newsrail. 

The final version of MetPlan was prepared after an 
extensive review by a working party comprising the 
representatives of the various unions affected by the 
plan. The planned extensions to-the public transport 
network have been increased over those of the draft 
plan, and are probably far more radical than those 
envisaged when the initial working documents were 
issued last year. One of the options of this initial 
document was a major reduction in the scope of 
services offered by The Met. 

The plan is high on ideas, but poor in terms of cost 
and where the money is exactly going to come from 
to pay for it. It seems to be a vast wish list of projects, 
not very well tied down to supportable facts although 
it does address reasonably well some of the other 
problems the MTA faces. 

The stated purpose of MetPlan is to ‘provide a 
framework to assist in making decisions on the future 
development, operation, staffing and financing of 
Melbourne’s public transport over the next 15 years’. 


Future Development of Melbourne 


The plan is predicated on the future development of 
new urban areas surrounding Melbourne. It is based 
on an expectation of a population growth of some 
0.46 million to 3.4 million by 2003. It does not look at 
what happens or what will be needed if this popula- 
tion growth is exceeded or indeed, does not even- 
tuate. 

MetPlan identifies the primary user group of The 
Met’s market place as students, the elderly and 
central city commuters. The plan acknowledges that 
travel requirements for shopping, recreation and 
entertainment should be targeted if even further 
growth in patronage is to take place. 


The Vision 


To enable an increase in patronage to take place, 
some specific goals will have to be met. The plan 
identifies these primarily as: an integrated system, 
reliability, security of passengers, good staff and 
customer relations, better information and simplified 
fare and ticketing systems, Specific strategies for each 
form of transport are detailed within the document. 


Heavy Rail — For the electric railway lines, described 
as ‘Heavy Rail’, some specific service strategies or 
aims are identified, such as 30 minute frequencies on 
Saturdays and Sundays, 98% of scheduled services 
operated and that 95% of these run within five 
minutes of the published times. Grouping of lines 
relevant to both trains and staffing should be done to 
improve reliability and minimise the effects of disrup- 
tions from one line to the next, is another. 

Other strategies specifically addressed are develop- 
ment of interchanges and stations, rehabilitation of 
both the overhead and track, constructing new main- 
tenance depots to replace Jolimont and acquiring 
new rollingstock. 

At present, some 135 trains are required in service 
to meet peak schedules. By mid 1989, the fleet will 
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comprise 95 Comeng and 58 Hitachi trains. It is 
envissaged that to meet service expansion and patro- 
nage growth on the existing system, 40 new six car 
trains sets over the 15 year period will be required. 
Consideration will be given to the use of double deck 
cars, for use on the Ringwood and Pakenham lines. 

Light Rail and Trams — It is planned to develop new 
light rail lines, through either upgrading existing tram 
lines, extending existing lines or building new ones. 
In terms of trams alone, the Automatic Vehicle 
Monitoring (AVM) system will be extended to the 
entire fleet and provide further information to users. 

For the light rail vehicles, the issue of wheel chair 
access will be addressed. To replace the ageing W 
class fleet, further articulated cars are proposed. 

As in the ‘heavy rail’, the issue of upgrading the 
depots, overhead, substations and tram tracks is 
planned to be considered as well. 

Bus System — Although outside the scope of Newsrail, 
extensive proposals to upgrade service levels and 
services offered are made. One is ‘MetLink’ a 
network of long-distance cross-town bus links to 
complement the fixed rail systems. 

System Wide Proposals — To improve the whole 
network, it is planned to provide better interchange 
facilities, more effective passenger information 
systems, i.e., maps, timetables and the use of the 
AVM and Viatel systems to provide information to 
people in their homes and, at specific tram stops, the 
time of the departure of the next vehicles. 

The issues of security of passengers on the various 
forms of transport is addressed. It is proposed to 
increase both the Transit Police and Transit Patrol 
staff levels, and utilise the Dog Squad as well. Lack of 
cleanliness and the problem of graffiti, which have a 
major impact on the desirability of travelling by 
public transport is examined. Various proposals are 
made in order to try and minimise this costly 
problem. 

One important issue that is too often overlooked or 
given too few resources, is that of providing the 
people who deliver the service with the proper 
training and involving them in the development of 
the service and attaining the goals of the plan. This is 
essential element of the overall effectiveness of The 
Met. 


Network Extensions 

The extensions for the rail and tram systems noted 
below are in addition to those already reported in the 
draft MetPlan reviewed in the July 1988 issue of 
Newsrail. 

Central — Possible extension of the Port Melbourne 
light rail to Garden City. Investigations are to be 
made in developing options to make the most 
efficient use of resources. For example a discussion 
paper will be issued soon detailing options of provi- 
ding an improved quality of service at a lower overall 
cost to The Met on the Upfield line, without neces- 
sarily converting it to Light Rail. The development of 
an integrated bus terminal at Spencer Street station is 
to be considered. 

Western — Extension of electrification in stages to 
Sunbury and either upgrade diesel train service, or 
electrify, to Geelong. 
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Northern — Extension of electrification to Craigieburn 
to take in the proposed Roxburgh Park development 
area, and upgrade the Bundoora tram to light rail, 
rerouting via St. Georges Road and Nicholson Street. 


Eastern — Possibly upgrading the tram line from East 
Burwood to the City. 


From Where does the Money Come? 


MetPlan states that it has been developed within the 
framework of no real increase in funding being 
needed over and above what is currently being made 
available. To fund the improvements, it must depend 
upon careful application of existing capital funds that 
are being currently expended on various catch up 
projects, the extent to which The Met can achieve 
real revenue increases and the degree to which man- 
agement and employees can achieve efficiency 
improvement. 

The cost of the expansion projects is estimated to 
represent only some 15% of the proposed capital 
expenditure over the next 15 years. A further 15% 
would be spent on system wide improvements initia- 

tives. The bulk of the capital funds will continue to 
be spent on continuing programmed maintenance 

and upgrading of the existing system. 

Unfortunately no hard dollar figures are given to 
support these statements or say how much each 
project individually costs. Without this information, 
the treasury bureaucrats will no doubt be reluctant to 
authorise release of the money. The plan looks at 
ways of making the system more efficient, e.g., intro- 
duction of larger buses and trams to release some 
operating staff, but again does not quantify them at 
all. 


The Future 


Finally the plan examines the methods of obtaining 
its goals, through public consultation, phasing of the 
proposals, the management structures and 
procedures needed to implement them. Two inter- 
esting points addressed in the plan are the one of 
union amalgamation in the future and its impact 
upon industrial relations; and the possible integration 
of The Met and V/Line. The old VR, MMTB etc., 


are long dead, and the paper asks whether it would be 
better still to integrate the two bodies into one 
rationalised public transport system for all Victorians. 


General Comments 


As noted in the July 1988 issue of Newsrail, the plan 
will be dependent upon Government support. As it 
stands, it will require a lot more work before the indi- 
vidual projects get off the ground and be imple- 
mented even if the Government accepts the plan in 
principle. 

One criticism that the City Council of Essendon 
raised, was its seeming lack of co-ordination with 
other reports relating to traffic, such as the METRAS 
study, and the Natrov report. It is a responsibility of 
the Ministry for Transport to achieve this in order to 
expend funds in the most cost effective manner. 


Another criticism is that the planners continue to 
look to the Central Activities District as the focal 
point of the system, despite it losing its share of 
overall workers due to the development of the 
suburban office complexes, etc. Whether this is justi- 
fiable is questionable. Should more money be spent 
perhaps on developing a light rail group of lines 
based on Box Hill, for example? 


Government will look at how The Met manage- 
ment implements its programs and whether they are 
successful. It must however keep in mind its strat- 
egies of economic development, social justice, equal 
opportunity and conservation, for without an effec- 
tive transport infrastructure, development will not 
occur. 


The next year or so, now that the Labor govern- 
ment has been returned to power for four years, will 
be crucial to future development of the system. In 
this period, The Met management has to sell the plan 
to Treasury and get its own organisation into position 
to implement the plan. This is critical, for if the 
overall principles of the plan are not implemented, 
then Melbourne’s public transport system will not 
keep up with the population growth, and therefore 
not provide a service to those who do not have access 
to other means of transport. 


Comeng set climbs upgrade between East Camberwell and Canterbury on Sun.2.9.84. (Graham Withers) 
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Rail Rediscovery 


As I am a born again railfan and an ex-Victorian it 
was not surprising that my recent holidays should 
have been spent on a journey of rail rediscovery to 
the state of my birth. As a child I spent school vaca- 
tions riding the DERM from South Morang to Whit- 
tlesea, while ten years later student concession fares 
helped fund day return trips throughout the state. So 
many lines that held teen year memories had closed 
and to some of these I was to return to view remains 
and ponder decades of change. 

We left Young at 05 00 on Mon.26.9.88 and 
reached the V/Line system at Oaklands, that once 
unique meeting place of gauges deep within New 
South Wales border territory. The now closed link to 
Urana remains intact though inaccessible, all station 
buildings have gone and it would seem decades 
rather than years since the Government Supply 
Depot siding was last used. Grain alone keeps rail 
alive in Oaklands. 

Yarrawonga yard was empty as we passed it 
enroute to Katamatite where a pair of concrete silos 
and a decrepit departmental residence mark the site 
of the former terminus. The ubiquitous silos simi- 
larly identify Youanmite and Yabba North. 

The pretty town of Stanhope with its modern silo 
complex, Pivot depot and Bonlac siding offered 
freight both in and out, but not enough to induce the 
rail chiefs to spend $1 million plus on bridge repairs 
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near Murchison. Rushworth’s office cum goods shed 
awaits the rail removal team while Colbinabbin’s 
imposing silos look doomed to pass into disuse. 

After lunch Maldon was reached, where K160 
hauled near capacity crowds and the yard was 
crowded with all manner of rollingstock. The 
apparent success of this venture amazed and 
delighted us. After photostops at a still imposing 
Maryborough, a derelict Avoca and a deserted 
Hamilton, we saw the sun set at Coleraine. The 
sturdy brick station and goods shed survive, guarded 
by a lofty “Type A” water tank. Minibike riders 
hurtle between buffers and stock race where until 
1977 rail was supreme. If someone had thought of 
linking Hamilton and Mt. Gambier via Coleraine and 


Casterton a century ago, would a profitable line still _ 


serve the latter two towns? 

Day 2 started at 06 00 when an ANR loco whistle 
beckoned me to Mt. Gambier yard in time to see a 
line of V/Line vans trundle towards Millicent. This 
large freight centre seemed to hold more V/Line than 


ANR rollingstock suggesting that most of the paper | 


mill output goes to Victoria. 


After nosing around the South Australian South | 


East for a day we headed back towards Heywood, 
noting a long string of livestock wagons at the reloc- 
ated Mt. Gambier stockyards. At Port Fairy a cursory 
look for remains of the station yielded nothing, 


The scene at Stanhope on Mon.26.9.88. 
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The remaining facilities at Rushworth. Mon.26.9.88. 


(unless my memory had the location wrong), so on 
we sped towards Cobden. Here the yard and buil- 
dings are starting to show signs of neglect, but at 
Timboon the yard and surroundings are immaculate 
with the goods shed now a Girl Guide Centre. Surely 
this terminus, nestling in a valley only thirty metres 
from the town centre would rank among V/Line’s 
most picturesque settings. Once again the prohibitive 
cost of bridge repairs seems to have cost a commu- 
nity its railway. 

The romance of narrow gauge steam was once 
epitomised by the former Otways line to Crowes, but 
only scant remains were to be seen 25 years or so 
after closure. Weeaproinah was identified by the 


preserved station nameboard now located by the 
roadside, and I vaguely recognized the iron shed at 
Ferguson, but at Beech Forest road realigment and a 
couple of new buildings had obliterated the old yard. 

After a day on the coast we left Geelong for 
Ballarat, noting the weatherboard shell of Elaine 
visually polluting the landscape. Creswick’s impres- 
sive station building and goods shed were deserted, 
the signal box was stripped bare and only N460 
rumbling through with an up Vinelander disturbed 
the solitude. The curious cross country line to 
Daylesford swung west at the junction here and while 
rails remain embedded at the numerous former level 
crossings, among the former stations only Newlyn 


The Timboon goods shed is now used by the Girl Guides. Tues.27.9.88. (All photos Doug Mackechnie) 
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Newlyn goods shed. Wed.28.9.88. 


retains visible remains of this long closed branch. A 
sturdy, well secured goods shed stands here amidst 
an overgrown yard, with the growth covering the 
crumbling remnants of platform and stock race. 

At Daylesford the imposing railcar collection of the 
CHTR sits in the unprotected yard. We went past 
Malmsbury’s bluestone station, to Heathcote where 
tentative recognition of the old right of way was 
made, and then went to Elmore where the recently 
dismantled footbridge sat lineside awaiting its fate. 

A quick run up the old Cohuna line revealed the 
former office at Gunbower on the platform mound, 
apparently now a private residence. Cohuna platform 
remains almost intact, although decaying, and the 
goods shed is now an Apex waste paper depot. This 
136 km line served towns whose size could never 
support a viable railway of this length in this 
competitive age. 

And so we headed toward home via Echuca and 
Deniliquin, where a brick administration office has 


replaced the former station buildings as the centre of 
activity. A freshly painted RT50 scurried between | 
goods shed and grain silos and the amount of 
rollingstock in the yard certainly gave cause for 
optimism. 


And so “V/Line Revisited’”’ended. Compared with 
New South Wales, Victoria has at least retained a fair 
share of superphosphate and oil traffic. Freight Gate 
activity compares very well with that at similar New 
South Wales country centres. The branch line system 
has sadly been decimated — one suspects by V/Line’s 
difficulty in competing with road freight’s increasing 
efficiences. Should the transporting of wheat be 
deregulated many more lines will probably disappear 
and I would fear for the entire country system. The 
empty yard of so many smaller stations attest to the 
failure of rail to hold many customers it once had. 


Yes, the VR of my boyhood has gone; hopefully 
the V/Line of the present will survive. 


The dismantled Elmore footbridge. Thurs.29.9.88. (Both photos Doug Mackechnie) 
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Fathers’ Day Tait Trip 


On Sunday, 4th September, the Victorian 150th Anni- 
versary Commemorative Tait Set (380M-208T-230D- 
317M) departed Newport for Flinders St for the 
Father’s Day trip to Frankston and then Mordialloc 
and Werribee. The Tait Dog Box set was to have run 
that day, but due to problems with 107M’s panto- 
graph the all-Tait set was used. We were waiting 
patiently at Mordialloc Creek for it to cross the 
bridge. To kill time we watched people in their boats 
sailing along the creek. After a couple of false alarms, 
the familiar Tait’s horns shrieked in the distance. The 
Tait set finally rumbled over the bridge at 11 15. From 
my sources I heard the Taits were seven minutes late 
at Frankston. By now we had travelled up to Mordia- 
lloc station in the back of Jim Seletto’s Valiant. The 
Taits arrived back at Mordialloc two minutes late at 
12 02. The passengers alighted, the train reversed past 
the crossing and then proceeded onto the middle 
track. I could smell the familiar musty smell about it 
and hear the whine of the traction motors. 

The train departed fifteen minutes late at 14 45. I 
am not sure of the arrival time at Flinders Street, but 
the train was approximately on time. We set our 
cameras up at Hopper’s Crossing and waited. There 
was a fair bit of action there. Firstly, N454-N set ran 
past on the down Geelong pass., and then X32-N set 


Comparison of old and new: Comeng set and the 


restored Tait train at Mordialloc on Sun.4.9.88. 


(Simon Green) 
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roared through on the up Geelong pass. The X had 
No. 2 end leading, which is rather rare. 


Metropolitan Transit generously allocated the 45th 
for Comeng set for the possible parallel running from 
Werribee to Laverton Junction. Time dragged on and 
the Tait set rattled. through on the down journey. I 
then noticed that 380M was minus its destination 
roll. (Can anyone explain why?) The train went 
through at 15 33. 


From another source I heard that the Comeng set 
left Werribee first so that it could stop at Hopper’s 
Crossing and then let the Tait catch up. All eyes 
focussed on the straight stretch of track between 
Laverton and Aircraft as the old and the new paced 
each other. (The Comeng set was on the down line, 
the Tait on the up.) The Comeng set, which was only 
two years old, was just too fast for the 78 year old 
Taits and it arrived at Laverton well ahead of them. 


The Comeng set proceeded to Melbourne via 
Altona and the Taits via Paisley. The Taits arrived 
right on time at Flinders St. They had travelled just 
on 160 kilometres in one day — not bad for 78 year 
old carriages! I’d say all the passengers were satisfied 
with the day’s outing. We all enjoyed being part of 
the action. 


General News 


Spencer Street: A move by V/Line to change the 
name of Spencer Street Station to V/Line Melbourne 
has been rejected by the State government. V/Line 
claimed the reform was in line with refurbishments at 
the station and would symbolise a new era for the 
site. In anticipation of the change, part of the name 
was removed from the front of the building and 
$5000 worth of new platform signs were painted. It is 
believed the government was concerned that Victor- 
ians would object to a change in something so fam- 
iliar as the station’s name, remembering the furore 
when it was attempted to abolish the clocks at Flin- 
ders Street in 1982. 


Very Fast Train: Further to items in July, August and 
October Newsrail, the Victorian Government has 
asked the VFT consortium to look again at running 
the train along the existing rail corridor between 
Sydney and Melbourne rather than through Gipps- 
land. The consortium had already considered and 
rejected this route. The Transport Minister, Mr J 
Kennan, announced he had requested V/Line to 
consider the establishment of a Fast Freight Train 
(FFT) along the corridor to provide an eight hour 
service between the two state capitals. 


Mr Kennan described the VFT project as the best 
opportunity since the inception of the Melbourne - 
Sydney rail link last century to undo past mistakes on 
Australia’s most important transport route. He said 
that the use of the existing alignment would still 
leave Melbourne’s eastern suburbs isolated but 
proposed a 160 km/h express link between Dand- 
neong and the city. 

When asked if it was presumptuous of the 
Victorian government to seek to influence a privately 
funded project, Mr Kennan said ‘We’re an interven- 
tionist government; lack of intervention and proper 
planning in the past has left us with many problems. 
There is real public interest in this project and the 
government represents that public interest’. 

He stressed the Government was not opposed to 
the East Gippsland route proposed by the consor- 
tium. It would open up the Gippsland Lakes region 
and the new Rogers River and Errinundra national 
parks to tourism but because the proposed route 
would also cut through the environmentally sensitive 
national parks it is likely to be opposed by environ- 
mentalists. 

The success of the train would most likely see the 
existing passenger rail service via Albury become 


Framed by the platform barriers and the old manual style time clocks, C501-T375 pass through South Yarra with 
the Kilmore East - Westall Apex quarry train on Sat.27.8.88. (John Dare) 
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redundant. Passengers along the route would be left 
high and dry if the service could not be run 
economically. By tacking passengers cars to its 
proposed FFT, V/Line could solve that problem. An 
alternative would be to improve the line for a FFT 
and widen. the alignment to allow the VFT to run 
beside it. 


The ace up the Government’s sleeve is that it 
would have to pass’ special legislation to allow the 
consortium to acquire the land along the alignment. 
While the project would be privately funded, it 
requires the co-operation of Victorian, NSW and 
Federal Governments to proceed. 


Tocumwal - Mangalore - Geelong line: Prior to the 
Fraser government losing office, the then Minister of 
Transport, Mr R Hunt, had planned, as an aid to 
grain handling, to standardise the Tocumwal - 
Mangalore - Geelong railway line together with a 
standard gauge link to Fisherman’s Island Qld. Since 
then the NSW state governments have steered away 
from the plan and directed grain from the Riverina on 
a longer journey to the eastern seaboard at Port 
Kembla, thus increasing freight costs. 


Supporters of this project, known as_ the 
Tocumwal, Mangalore, Geelong Railway League 
recently held a meeting at Jerilderie. In past months, 
the league, shire councils in the area, primary 
industries and farming bodies have been fighting a 
SRANSW decision to withdraw 7000 sleepers from 
the Jerilderie - Tocumwal link. 


The meeting was advised that at the end of the 
1987/88 wheat harvest, there were 9000 tonnes of 
wheat in Tocumwal silo, 322 km from Geelong and 
760 km from Darling Harbour. A further 3000 tonnes 
was stored in Berrigan silo. Jerilderie Shire President, 
Cr Kevin O’Neill said ‘This grain was taken back by 
road to Jerilderie, from where my wheat came, put 
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Bright yellow T342 shunts within the confines of the APM Maryvale Mill on Thurs.22.9.88. (John Dare) 


through the Jerilderie silo and sent north. Each train 
load was hauled by four engines’. 

The NSW Minister of Administrative Services and 
Minister assisting the Minister for Transport, Mr M 
Singleton, said he was impressed by the Shire 
President’s plea for a halt and further investigation 
into the matter. He told the meeting he had earlier 
met with Jerilderie farmers and suggested their grain 
be sent to Port Kembla and if they were subsidised 
for the extra cost would they be satisfied? The 
farmers refused because of the liability to the general 
taxpayer. 

Mr Singleton said that if it was a saving to go to 
Geelong, then that would be the way it has to go. The 
line would have to be a main line and not a spur. He 
added he would ‘Take it onboard’ and see what he 
could do to push it forward. 

The meeting had an attendance of over 100 persons 
as well as three other politicans and two members of 
NSW railway unions. 


Deniliquin: The regional manager of V/Line said 
heavier rail traffic was anticipated once work on the 
Echuca bridge was completed. Deniliquin siding will 
be upgraded to accommodate heavier traffic and 
wagons. New railway yards will be built next to the 
grain silos. Both V/Line and the Grain Elevators 
Board were committed to the long term use 0 rail to 
move grain from the area. 


Transport reforms: The Business Council of Australia 
has released a paper calling for reforms to the 
nation’s transport industry which they claim would 
save $2 billion a year. It said the Government needed 
to remove the barriers to competition both between 
transport modes as well as within them. Excessive 
rail and port charges, which are an inefficient means 
of collecting revenue,should be removed. These two 
moves would save $850 million and $700 million 
respectively. 
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Operations 


GENERAL 


Aus Steam ’88 — Operations: Set out hereunder is a 
resume of operations and observations of some of the 
activities associated with Aus Steam 88. 

Sat.15.10. R761 worked Steamrail carriages to Benalla 
and Wodonga. J515 worked SLSPG carriages from 
Seymour to Benalla then SLSPG and Steamrail 
carriages to Seymour. T320 took over for the run to 
Melbourne. 1210-3112 hauled the ARHS ACT train, 
mainly preserved end-platform suburban carriages, 
from Albury to Dynon. This train had hotbox trou- 
bles through the night and was late at Albury. Pass- 
engers transferred at Benalla into the broad gauge 
special or onto the /ntercapital Daylight. 

Sun.16.10. N475 class worked Steamrail carriages to 
Albury. R761 ran a special from Wodonga to 
Melbourne parallel with 3801 on the Bicentennial 
Train. 

Mon. 17.10. 4201 worked Albury - Melbourne with 
ARHS ACT carriages to be used on Flying 
Scotsman tours. 

Tues.18.10. D3639 worked a morning round trip to 
Geelong. J515 ran up from Seymour and worked 
an afternoon round trip to Geelong with the same 
carriage set. 

Wed.19.10. Aus Steam ran parallel 10 20 specials to 
Seymour with 3801 and R761. 

Thurs.20.10. The joint societies ran a 10 20 special to 
Seymour with 3801. A3 4472, Flying Scotsman- 
LHY165-L395 arrived at the Spencer Street stan- 
dard gauge dock at 17 44, having worked from 
Sydney with an overnight stop at Junee on 
Wed.19.10. R707-BCE1-BW67-B W60-ABE7-BW82- 
BE38 ran a special to Woodend. Intermediate 
times as follows: 


Spencer Street depart 18 48 
Sunshine 19 03 

St Albans 19 09 

Sydenham 19 15 

Sunbury 19 29 

Clarkefield 19 42 

Riddells Creek 19 48 
Gisborne 19 56 

Macedon 20 04-20 26 
Woodend 20 38 

Woodend (depart) 21 55 
Macedon 22 04 

Gisborne 22 14-22 19 
Riddells Creek 22 25 
Clarkefield 22 31 

Sunbury 22 42 

Sydenham 22 55 

St Albans 23 01 

Sunshine 23 07 

Spencer Street arrive 23 29 


Fri.21.10. Aus Steam ran a 7 car wooden electric set 
(V/Line/Met 4-car Tait plus the Elecrail Tait and 
swingdoor set) to Belgrave for a day on the 
Emerald Tourist Railway. 

Sat.22.10. The joint societies ran three trains to 
Seymour featuring triple-parallel running between 
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Somerton and Dysart. Consists were: D3639-K153- 
CE18-BW60-BW63-BW67-BW68-B W80-BW75- 
BW82-BPL43-ABE5-BE14-BCE3. R761-CW15- 
ABE3-ABU32-ABU40-ABE9-BE38-BE25-BCEI. 
R761 was derailed at Seymour and the train was 
hauled to Melbourne by N46]. 3801-L516-FS2023- 
FS2021-FS2160-SFX1820-FS2140-FS2024- 
MHS1863. After the derailment of R761, this train 
was attached to G520-G519-T41l and taken to 
Broadford. G520-G519-516 were detached at Broad- 
ford Loop and T41l and the remainder proceeded 
to Melbourne. 

Sun.23.10. R761-T320(dead)-AE2-AE30- Yarra to 
Spencer Street from Seymour. Noted at Pascoe 
Vale at 08 27. G533 hauling B80-L1169-S317-H5- 
X51-T392-C509-F211-947-701-900-BL26E-D3639- 
R707-J515 arrived at Spencer Street at 09 20 in 
preparation for display. J515-T320(dead)- Yarra 
departed Spencer Street for Seymour at 20 40. 

Mon.24.10. Aus Steam ran a 10 15 special to Seymour 
with 3801. 

Tues.25.10. The joint societies ran a special with 
A3.4472-LI174-MHS1863-FS2024-FS2140-SFX1820- 
RBS2160-FS2021-FS2023, departing Sunshine at 

07 30 and returning to Melbourne at 21 30. 

Wed.26.10. R707-BCE1-BW68-BW67-BW63-BW60- 
ABE7-BW82-BE38 ran special to Bendigo. 

Thurs.27.10. 1210-3112-Gin-E1905-EHG2409-HC785- 
HFO1111-B11127-BlI1175-HFO1276-BSR2031 
departed Sunshine on its way home to Canberra at 
09 27. It was accompanied by K153-BCEI]-BW63- 
BW60-ABE7-BW75-BE25 for parallel running to 
Seymour and a photo stop at Kilmore East. 

Sat.29.10. 3801-L1174-L516-MCE114-MBE62-BV485- 
FNR2185-MCE582-MFE1858-MHS1863 departed 
for Sydney accompanied by R707-BCEI-BW68- 
BW67-BW63-BW60-ABE7-BW75-BE25 which ran 
parallel to Seymour then returned express to 
Melbourne. 

B class sightings: Set out hereunder is a list of 

recorded sightings. 

Fri.5.8. X-B61-T-S310 on 18 15 (9141) Melbourne - 
Mildura express goods. 

Fri.12.8. N466-B61-B80 on 17 00 (9174) Mildura - 
Melbourne express goods. 

Fri.19.8. B76-3xT on 16 00 (9118) Mildura - Melbourne 
express goods. 

Tues.23.8. N-B65 on 20 05 (8139) down Ballarat pass. 

Fri.26.8. B65 on 20 27 (8437) down Traralgon pass. 

Sun.28.8. B64-N-N on 17 00 (8485) down Traralgon 


pass. 

Mon.29.8. B65-2x930 on Geelong - Mount Gambier 
goods. 

Tues.30.8. B76-X-T on 18 15 (9141) Melbourne - 
Mildura express goods. 

Wed.31.8. B61-S300-T364 on 18 15 (9141) Melbourne - 
Mildura express goods. 


Mon.5.9. B80-B76 on 18 15 (9141) Melbourne -Mildura 
express goods. 

Fri.9.9. B76-2xX on 18 15 (9141) Melbourne - Mildura 
express goods. 

Mon.12.9. B64-S306-X40 on 2470 tonne up briquette 
train ex Morwell. 
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Sun.18.9. A-B80-B64-X on 09 20 (8481) down Gipps- 


lander. 


Thurs.29.9. B6l-K set on 07 18 (8116) up Bacchus 
Marsh pass. 


Fri.30.9. B61 on 06 50 (8024) up Bendigo pass. B76 on 
06 45 (8038) up Swan Hill pass. 

Tues.11.10. B61 on 07 18 (8116) up Bacchus Marsh 
pass. 


Thurs.20.10. B76 on 07 18 (8116) up Bacchus Marsh 
pass. 


Strike: Train examiners held a 48 hour strike begin- 
ning at midnight on Fri.4.11. Many passenger services 
on the following two days were replaced by road 
service Or were terminated/originated at Caulfield, 
Dandenong, Newport, Sunshine or Broadmeadows 
with transfer buses to Spencer Street. On both days 
all Sydney services terminated or originated at 
Albury. The Overland arrived on both days but did 
not depart. The Vinelander arrived Saturday morning 
but buses replaced it on Sunday night. Railcar ser- 
vices to Kyneton and Seymour and the steam special 
to Seymour were not affected. 


S class sightings: Set out hereunder is a list of 

recorded sightings. 

Tues.16.8. S306 on 12 45 (8318) up Albury pass. 

Mon.22.8. S300 on 09 05 (9240) Morwell - North 
Geelong goods. 

Tues.23.8. C-X-S310 on 12 45 (9117) Melbourne - 
Adelaide express goods. 

Wed.24.8. X-S306-P-SH set on 16 30 (8319) down 
Seymour pass. 

Thurs.25.8. C-S31]1-X on 20 15 (9153) Melbourne - 
Adelaide express goods. 


Sun.4.9. X35-A77-S313 on 09 20 (8481) down Gipps- 


lander. 


Wed.14.9. G515-S312 on 18 45 (9145) Melbourne - 
Adelaide superfreighter. 


Thurs.22.9. B64-T-S307 on 09 05 (9240) Morwell - 
North Geelong goods. 


Wed.28.9. N459-S301-N(dead) on the Overland. 
Tues.4.10. S300 engaged in shunting at Lara. 


Mon.10.10. S310-S312 on 06 50 (8130) up Dimboola 
pass. S300 on 14 05 (9430) Geelong - Bairnsdale 
goods. S$302-S306 on 09 05 (9240) Bairnsdale - 
North Geelong goods. 


Wed.12.10. S300-X on 06 50 (8024) up Bendigo pass. 


Fri.14.10. S311-S302-2xT on 15 20 (9224) up Wodonga 
empty oil. 


Tues.1.11. $310-S300 on 09 10 (8307) down Cobram 
pass., returning as 16 29 (8324) up pass. S302-X43- 
2xN set on 06 20 (8406) up Traralgon pass. 


Both B and S classes appear regularly in the North 
East and sightings on that line are recorded in the 
section devoted to that area. This enables a more 
accurate picture of North East activity to be formed. 
Odd sightings of both classes will be dealt with in the 
manner set out above. 


Special trains: The following special trains were 
observed: 


Sat.1.10. Joint Societies tour, Spencer Street - 
Seymour: B75-ABE7-ABE3-BE25-BCEl. Seymour 
- Dookie - Shepparton: J515-BCE3-BCPL29- 
BPL43-ABE5-BE14-ABE7-A BE3-BE25-BCEI. 
V/Line: Shuttle trips Cobram - Strathmerton with 
A66-N15-Z62. SLSPG: Shuttle trips Seymour - 
Avenel with 58RM. 


Sun.2.10. Joint Societies tour, Shepparton - Cobram - 
Seymour with J515-BCE3-BCPL29-BPL43-ABE5- 
BE14-ABE7-ABE3-BE25-BCEl. 


Sat.8.10. Supertrain promotions, Flinders Street - 
Woodend - Flinders Street with T406-Murray- 
BW60-BCE]. 


Sun.9.10. Steamrail,charter, Broadmeadows - Bacchus 
Marsh with K153-BW75-BW82-BW63-ABU32- 
Pioneer-ABU40-BW80-BE25-C28. 


Sun.13.11. Vintage Train, Newport - Foster - Newport 
with D3639-K153-CW15-BCE1-BW82-BE25-BE38- 
ABE7-BW60-B W68-B W80-B W67-BW63-BW75- 
ABE3. Of interest was that T380 shunted CW15 off 
at Korumburra on the down and K153-D3639 re- 
attached it between ABE3 and BW75 on the up. 

Mon.14.1]1. Barnestorming tour, Spencer Street - 
Morwell with A8I-PH451-AJ3-Club No.2-Norman. 
Conveyed promoter and officials to the Jimmy 
Barnes concert. 


N classes are now a regular sight on the Overland. Here N456-455 pass through Parwan Loop on Fri.23.9.88. 


(John Dare) 
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Mildura - Yelta line: Upgrading has provided consid- 
erable activity with the empty ballast trains being 
combined with up empty oil trains requiring three 
locos as motive power. On Fri.7.10, an 1800 tonne 
grain train ran to Dunolly. The line has been re- 
ballasted as far as Merbein and when completed will 
allow two trains a day at 80 km/h during peak season. 
Yelta yard has been re-aligned with two roads along- 
side the silos whilst the platform road has been lifted. 


Redcliffs - Meringur line: Local papers have been 
urging the retention of this line as over the past few 
months there have been 1000 tonne trains operating 
on an almost daily basis. There is concern that road 
transport will not be able to handle this volume of 
freight. On Fri.7.10, V/Line offered farmers in the 
Millewa area a farm pick-up of grain to either of the 
receival points at Yelta or Carwarp. This casts doubt 
on the future of the line at this stage. 


SOUTH WEST 


Warmambool pass.: Details as reported hereunder: 


Sat.17.9. 12 30 (8256) up. A85-D339-ACN21-BRN20- 
BN19. Departed on time. 


Mon.19.9. 17 35 (8286) up. A85-D337-D339-ACN21- 
BRN20-BN19. 

Tues.20.9 17 35 (8286) up. A85-D351-D317-ACN9- 
BRN47-BN8. Departed 3 late, Terang 18 10 - 18 13, 
Camperdown 18 27 - 18 30, Colac 18 57 - 18 59, 
Winchelsea 19 24 - 19 34 (cross 18 00 (8265) down 
behind N457), Geelong 20 01 - 20 05, Spencer 
Street on time at 20 55. 17 02 (8280) up. N465-A78- 
D348-D333-2xN set. Departed on time. 


Thurs.29.9. 18 00 (8265) down. N464-BS206-BS201- 
BRS226-BS212-ACZ255-D357-D331 departed on 
time, Geelong 18 57 - 19 00, Winchelsea 19 31 - 
19 32 (cross 17 35 (8286) up behind N457), Birre- 
gurra 19 45 - 19 46, Colac 20 - 20 03, Camperdown 
20 29 - 20 32, Terang 20 47 - 20 48, arrive Warrnam- 
bool 21 18 (3 late). 

Fri.30.9. 17 35 (8286) up. N461-D319-D317-ACN30- 
BRN29-BN28. Departed on time. 


Sat.8.10. 12 30 (8256) up. N475-D309-ACN36-BRN35- 
BN23. Departed on time. 


Warmambool — other observations: 


Mon.10.10. A85 departed light engine to Dennington 
and, returned at 16 50 with IxVHEY. 


Tues.11.10. A62-2xVHEY-VHEF-VHEY departed for 
Dennington at 16 15 and returned light engine. 
Train of Knowledge was stabled in the yard and X39 
was shut down near the station. VHEY-4xVOCX 
loaded with briquettes and 3xcontainer (8 
containers) in the yard, 4xVOCX in the siding and 
3xVHEY-VHEF at Dennington. The containers 
were transferred to Nestles and return by road for 
loading. 

Thurs.14.10. 3x VOCX-2x VHEY-3xcontainer 
marshalled in No.2 road in the evening. These 8 
wagons were cleared overnight by an extension of 
the Boorcan block briquette train. It is believed 
that another trial container shipment is to be run. 


WEST 


Dimboola pass. On Thurs.20.10, the 07 55 (8105) down 
Dimboola pass. operated with N451-PH452-AJ3- 
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RBJ1-BJ10-D327. It returned on the 13 15 (8146) up, 
arriving at Spencer Street at 17 59 (4 late). 

Special train: The A C Goode Group operated a 
special train from Spencer Street to Ballarat via North 
Geelong and return via Ballan on Sat.5.11. Consist 
was N461-Norman-BN22-BRN34-ACN24-No.2 Club- 
PH453. 

Ballarat pass. On Mon.14.11, S312-N3-D354 formed 
the 17 47 (8131) down Ballarat pass. 

Ballarat Loco visit: On Sat.5.11, the following locos 
were sighted at Ballarat Loco: N460, T373, 388, 407, 
Y145, 168, 171, 173. 


NORTH WEST 

Mildura: Sightings in the area set out hereunder: 

Wed.12.10. In Loco — T377 (VR), 386, 388, 389, 399, 
X31, Y171. Down Sunraysia - N463-BZZ69-BRS224- 
ACZ262-motorail. 

Thurs.13.10. Up Vinelander - N463-D326-D343- 
ACZ262-BRS224-BZ269-SJ284-Nankuri-PH451- 
2xmotorail. 

Fri.14.10. In loco. - N458, T368, 
N458. 

Sat.15.10. In loco. - N453, T377, 381, X31, 35. 


NORTH 


Echuca - Melbourne - Echuca: Details of a journey on 
Mon.24.10 and Tues.25.10. 


Bus: Echuca depart 09 07 
Echuca West 09 18 
Rochester 09 35 
Elmore 09 51 
Goornong 10 07 
Bendigo 10 32 


N462 on 11 20 (8046) up Bendigo pass. 
Castlemaine 11 45 (13 late) 

Kyneton 12 10 (1 early) 

Woodend 12 21 (1 early) 

Sunbury 12 46 (J early) 

Spencer Street arrive 13 22 (3 early) 


A73 on 08 35 (8009) down Bendigo pass. 
Sunshine 08 51 (1 early) saw 

Melbourne Express. 

Woodend 09 35 (3 early) 

Kyneton 09 45 (3 early) 

Malmsbury 09 55 (on time) 
Castlemaine 10 00 (11 early) 

Bendigo 10 35 (7 early) 


Departed 10 10 with 9 passengers. 
Goornong 1] 42 

Elmore 11 57 

Rochester 12 13 

Echuca 12 42. 


Echuca news: Hereunder, observations during Octo- 

ber. 

Mon.3.10. T370-12xVOWA departed 12 05. 7 workers’ 
accommodation units arrived at coal stage camp 
site. 

Tues.4.10. T378-B-VOBX-4xVTOY-GY-2x VPCX- 
GY-l1x VOFX-2x VOBX-6xcontainers marshalled 
in yard at 16 30. x 

Wed.5.10. T-VHHFs-VWSs passed through Moama 
for Echuca at 15 50. T378-12xVOWA-VLCX- 
4xGH-8xcontainers arrived 16 25. 


377, 388, 389, 398, 


Train: 


Train: 


Bus: 
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Thurs.6.10. T378-VLCX-5xV WS-1]4xcontainers 
departed 09 40. 1T370-23xVHHF-arrived 15 30. 
Points to old mill lines removed. 

Tues.11.10. T-16xVHHF departed 06 05. T391-VLCX- 
6xcontainers departed 09 45. Line to new bridge 
where it will cross road traffic to Echuca East is 
being constructed. Linfox delivering to Caltex 
depot. Rail deliveries to Caltex ceased Mon.10.10. 

Wed.12.10. T-IIxWHHF departed 06 00. T391-VLCX- 
19xcontainers departed 10 53. T-20xVHHE arrived 
11 40. T391-T394-2xcontainers-B-VTOY- 
28xcontainers-3x VLCX-4xVTOY arrived 17 05. 

Thurs.13.10. T-WHHFs departed 05 30. T391 departed 
on Tongala switch at 09 15. 


Fri.14.10. Caltex resumed receiving supplies by rail. 


_ Tues.18.10. T386-VZMFs arrived at 15 00. T- 


13x VHHF-8xVWS-12xVHHE arrived 16 25. 


| Wed.19.10. T-21IxVHHF departed 05 15. 
Thurs.20.10. T386-2xG-VLCX-7xcontainers departed 


08 40. T378-5x VHHF-12xVZMEF arrived 12 35. 
Fri.21.10. T376-VLCX-I1xVOWA departed 09 40. 
Wed.27.10. T386-T390-B-VPCX-VTOY-4x VOB X- 

35xcontainers arrived 17 00 and departed on up at 

1715. 

Thurs.28.10. T-VLCX-7xcontainers arrived 13 05. 


Bendigo news: During late September, some unusual 
and rare motive power ran passenger trains on the 
Bendigo line. On Thurs.22.9, the 08 28 (8009) down 
Bendigo pass. with N474, lost a large amount of time 
on the climb from Sunbury to Clarkefield. The N 
class was defective but managed to make Castle- 
maine, where the train was terminated. Passengers 
for Bendigo were tranferred to buses. Fitters were 
sent from Bendigo by road to examine N474. This 
train forms the 11 00 (8046) up Bendigo pass. so buses 
took Bendigo passengers to Castlemaine to connect 
with the train which originated from there. The only 
spare locos at Bendigo were 1377-1365, both blue 
and these were started and run light engine to Castle- 
maine to run the pass., which arrived in Melbourne 
20 late. The T class locos passed Bendigo B box at 
11 00, exactly the same time as the train was originally 
due out. N474 ran light engine to Bendigo after fitters 
had completed their work. 

On Tues.27.9, N462-SH24-3xD vans formed the 
11 00 (8046) up Bendigo pass. Harris sets are rare on 
this run, in fact the 16 10 (8085) down Bendigo pass. 
on Sunday and the 05 45 (8016) up Bendigo pass. on 
Monday are the only occasions a Harris set reaches 
Bendigo. 

Thurs.29.9, saw a solo B class (B76) work to 
Bendigo on the 12 25 (8025) down Bendigo pass. It 
ran the corresponding 14 55 (8052) up pass. to 
Melt ourne then ran the 17 45 (8043) down Swan Hill 
pass. that night. It came to Bendigo, solo again, on 
the 06 45 (8038) up Swan Hill pass. next morning and 
departed for Melbourne only 5 down. 

X43 was seen in Bendigo yard on Mon.3.10. It ran 
light engine to the Workshops after a test run. It was 
minus the V/Line emblems and still in workshop 
undercoat. 

Fri.7.10, produced another rare event when blue 
Y164 was called upon to run a train to Melbourne. At 
about 14 00, T370 on No. 9094 up goods (empty 
Hitachi cars) started giving trouble at Kangaroo Flat. 
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The train got away from there at 14 20 and managed 
to struggle to Castlemaine. Fortunately it did not 
block the 14 55 (8052) up Bendigo pass. It was orig- 
inally intended to send the Y class to drag the defec- 
tive T class and train wrong line back to Bendigo if it 
totally failed in the section but this didn’t eventuate 
so Yl64 ran light engine to Castlemaine after the 
pass. cleared and hauled the T class and Hitachi cars 
to Melbourne. 


Bendigo observations: 

06 50 (8024) up Bendigo pass. 

Wed.28.9. N474-B61-D-2xN set 

Fri.30.9. B61-D-N2-N15 

Thurs.6.10. A60-N462-D-5-car Z set 

Fri.7.10. X36-D-Z54 

Tues. 11.10. A70-D-Z55 

Fri.14.10. B61-D-Z55 

Tues.18.10. X48-N459-D-Z53 

Wed.26.10. A77-D-5 car Z set 

16 10 (8085) down Bendigo pass. 

Sun.2.10. S311-P21-SH-34BE 

Sun.9.10. N451-P16-SH 

Sun.16.10. P23-SH 

Sun.23.10. X44-X39-P23-SH 

Sun.30.10. P17-SH 

Depot visits: 

Sun.2.10. A70, T1345, 378, 386, 391, X39, Y161, 164. 
Sun.9.10. N462, S311, T345, 386, 392, Y161, 164. 
Sun.16.10. N454, T345, 385, 386, 394, 401, Y161, 164. 


Sun.23.10. N459, 463, T345, 352, 378, X43, 48, Y161, 
164. Sun.30.10. N453, T376, 378, 386, 390, Y161, 164. 


Traffic: 

Wed.28.9. Y164-2x VLCX-6x VHGY-VLCX(all for the 
Workshops)-VTQY-VTQF(Ampol)-2xVTQY- 
VTQF(Caltex) in the yard at 07 10. 

Tues.4.10. T378-B-VOBX-3x VT QY-VTQA-G- 
ae ee in Bendigo North 
at 18 50. 

Fri.7.10. Y161-KMQ-2xVLCX-2xVZWA-VHAY- 
VZWA-VTQA(all for the Workshops) in the yard 
at 07 15. X54-X38-24xVHGF(up block grain) at 
Bendigo North at 16 54. 

Tues.11.10. T386-B-8xVQCX-2xVPCX(up Echuca 
goods) arrived at 19 22. 

Fri.14.10. Y164-VQCX-VBCW-VOWA-VCSX- 
VOFX-2xGY-2x VTQF(Ampol)-6xVTQY- 
VTQX(Caltex) (Bendigo North transfer). Y164- 
X43(dead)-VOBX-5x VT QY-VTQX(Caltex)- 
2xVTQF(Ampol)-2x VOFX-VBCW-VQCX-VZFA 
(all from the Workshops) departed Bendigo North 
at 17 14. X43 was in V/Line livery with aircon- 
ditioning, new nose mounted horns and cab impro- 
vements. 

Thurs.20.10. Y161-6xKMQ-ALGX-VTQA-3 car 
Hitachi set(all for the Workshops)- 
2x VTQF(Ampol)SxVTQF-1xVTQX(Caltex) in 
yard at 07 55. 

Tues.l.11. At 12 45, a train examiner noticed a 
VTQF(Ampol) tanker, one of a rake of four, 
leaking fuel. The Bendigo Fire Brigade covered the 
tanker with foam whilst it was drained of 17 500 
litres of super petrol into a road tanker. A fireman 
said the trouble was caused by the fuel expanding 
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in the heat and flowing out of the filler cap because 
a venting valve had not released. There was no 
movement in Bendigo yard for 2!/, hours. 


NORTH EAST 


Kyabram news: With sleeper trains running through 
to Seymour from Wakool (NSW), Kyabram has seen 
longer length trains than usual. On some days the 
fertiliser traffic was combined with the trains retur- 
ning to Echuca and then on to Wakool. Kyabram 
sightings are: 

Thurs.1.9. T370-2xGY-5xVOFX-12xVOWA. Arrived 
17 00, departed 17 15. T370-3x VOFX(empty)- 
12xVOWA on down. Kyabram line sprayed for 
weeds by road/rail vehicle. 


Thurs.8.9. T393-IIxVOWA-2xVZS X-10xKMQ- 
VOFY. Arrived 18 07, departed 18 20. T393- 
HxVOWA-2xVOFX-3xG Y-2xVZS X-l0xKMQ- 
VOFY on down. 


Thurs.15.9. Fertiliser train ran to Kyabram with an L 
class sheep wagon, a ZD guards van and an M class 
cattle wagon in the consist. The three wagons were 
stabled overnight and the sleeper train took them 
on to Echuca the next night. Its consist was T391- 
L-ZD-M-I1IxVOWA. The rare wagons were in 
transit from Seymour to Bendigo for scrapping. 


Wed.12.10. T384-12xVOWA down at 18 19. 


Fri.14.10. T384-3xG-12xVOWA-2xG-3xKMQ up at 
17 06. 


Shepparton news: Locomotives visiting the area 
during October were, T352, 357, 359, 360, 370, 371, 
372, 374, 375, 380, 384, 387, 393, 400, 401, 402, 403, 
404, 406, 410, A66, N454, S307, Y113, 145, 152, 160, 
J515. 

Recently P class hauling H sets have been appea- 
ring in the area. P15, 17, 18, 21 have all been sighted. 
Cobram pass.: On Sun.6.1l, the 18 05 (8345) down 
Cobram pass. originated at Seymour with PI7-H set. 
Passengers were taken from Spencer Street - 
Seymour by bus. 


On Sun.16.10, the 16 40 (8330) up Cobram pass. was 

N457-ACN27-BRN32-BN26-ACZ262-BRS224-BZ269. 
On Mon.17.10, the 13 40 (8324) up Cobram pass. 

was N457-BN11-BRN44-ACNI12. 

Mangalore: The 12 10 (8311) down Albury pass. 

frequently has multi-loco lash ups. The extra loco/ 

locos usually return on the 19 20 (9334) Albury - Long 

Island express goods. Sightings are: 

Mon.26.9. X54-A85 

Tues.27.9. A73-S302 

Wed.28.9. S307-N474 

Mon.3.10. S302-A60 

Wed.5.10. S307-S300-N461 

Thurs.6.10. A60-S301 

Mon.10.10. A62-S307-B75 

Mon.17.10. S310-A70 

Tues.18.10. X49-X46 

Wed.19.10. N455-B65 

Fri.21.10. X49-A73 

Mon.24.10. XS1-N452 

Tues.25.10. S307-S311-N467 

Fri.28.10. N472-X49 

Wed.2.11. S300-X45-A62 

Thurs.3.11. X48-A78 

Other North East traffic highlights: 

Mon.26.9. B75 on down empty steel. 

Tues.27.9. B80 on down empty steel at 23 21. 

Wed.28.9. A79-T406-T399 on down Wodonga goods 
at O01 ll. B75 on down empty steel at 22 18. 
B80-T406-T410 on down Wodonga goods at 23 42. 
Wed.28.9. A79-T406-T399 on down Wodonga 
goods at 01 11. 

Sat.1.10. B76 on 06 20 (8310) up Albury pass. at 08 43. 

Mon.3.10. P12 on up and down ballast at 08 10 and 08 
Soy pone Tabet 268 on up Wodonga goods at 

Tues.4.10. $311-T359-T377-T393 on down Wodonga 
goods at 03 18. 

abe ee S307-T400 on down Shepparton empty oil 
at 5. 


G521 nears Violet Town with the relief Melbourne Express at 07 19 on Mon.3.10.88. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
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Thurs.6.10. X45-S301-X34-T388-T377 on up 
Wodonga goods at 23 58. 

Fri.7.10. N462-B76 on 06 20 (8310) up Albury pass. at 
08 43. B65-T406-T350 on down Wodonga goods. 
Sat.8.10. N472-T360 on down Shepparton empty oil at 
05 00. N472-N464 on 06 05 (8308) up Cobram pass. 

at 09 50. 

Tues.11.10. B75-T358 on up Wodonga goods at 00 18. 
A77-B65 on 06 20 (8310) up Albury pass. at 08 45. 
Thurs.13.10. T410 on down Benalla goods at 06 30. 

T352 on down Benalla goods at 22 38. 
Fri.14.10. X34-S317 on 06 20 (8310) up Albury pass. 
ee on 17 15 (8321) down Albury pass. at 18 


Sun.16.10. A71-S310 on 09 50 (8339) down Albury 
pass. at 11 22. 

Tues.18.10. B61 on down empty steel at 00 02. B76- 
T410-T406 on up Wodonga goods at 00 09. 

Thurs.20.10. B65-N460 on 06 20 (8310) up Albury 
pass. at 08 45. B64-B75-T398 on up Wodonga 
goods at 22 55. 

Sat.22.10. N462-X32-S306 on 08 10 (8305) down 
Albury pass. at 09 45. 

Sun.23.10. X49-A77-N460 on 18 05 (8343) down 
Albury pass. 

Sat.29.10. X36-A66 on 08 10 (8305) down Albury pass. 
i os 30. A66-X36 on 16 10 (8332) up Albury pass. at 

Sun.30.10. A60-X32 on 09 50 (8339) down Albury 
pass. at 11 32. A60-X32 on 16 55 (8336) up Albury 
pass. at 19 12. 

es X48 on 19 55 (8331) down Albury pass. at 


ae N465-X45 on 16 55 (8336) up Albury pass. at 


Mon.7.1]. N452-S310 on 16 25 (8334) up Albury pass. 
at 18 43. 

Steel trains: For a period of several weeks in October, 

daylight block steel slab trains numbered 9347 and 

9336 operated between Long Island and Wodonga, 

numbered 9347 and 9336. Sightings at Mangalore: 

Tues.18.10. S317-S310-T352 up at 1] 32. 

Wed.19.10. X48 down empty at 10 03. X35-S302-T370 
up at 12 40. The X-S came off the previous night’s 
17 15 (8321) down Albury pass. 

Thurs.20.10. B75 down empty at 11 04. 

Mon.24.10. S307-B75-X49 up at 11 39. 

Tues.25.10. B75 down empty at 08 55. S302-X47-T350 
up at 12 38. 

Wed.26.10. B75 down empty at 11 16. 

Mon.31.10. B64 down empty at 04 11. 

Wed.2.11. B76-T365-T373-T361 down empty at 00 10. 

Thurs.3.11. B76 down empty at 22 09. 

Unusual workings: Highlight of the month was on 

Tues.25.10, when the last two blue B class went 

through with an up Wodonga goods at 21 18. Other 

instances were: 

Thurs.27.10. Y160 up light engine from Euroa at 12 
39. 

Sat.29.10. Y133-lxunidentified wagon on up Avenel 
goods at 11 04. 

Mon.31.10. T371-T403-T352 on up empty Shepparton 
oil at 13 38. 

Wed.2.11. B76 on up Wodonga goods at 21 40. 
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a B76-T385-T351 on up Wodonga goods at 
51. 


Echuca - Melbourne - Echuca: Details of a journey on 
Wed.19.10. 
Bus: Echuca 

Tongala 06 13 

Kyabram 06 25 

Merrigum 06 44 

Byrneside 06 51 

Tatura 06 58 

Murchison East 07 22 (26 passengers) 


N463 on 06 05 (8308) up Cobram pass. 
Nagambie 07 51 (2 late) 

Seymour 08 12 (2 late) 

Broadmeadows 09 05 (2 late) 

Spencer Street 09 29 (3 late) 


N467 on 18 15 (8327) down Cobram pass. 
Broadmeadows 18 34 (2 early) 

Broadford 19 09 (2 early) 

saw Intercapital Daylight 19 21 

Seymour 19 26 (4 early) 

Mangalore 19 53 (2 late) 

Nagambie 19 53 

Murchison East 20 09 (1 late) 


Tatura 20 44 (18 passengers) 
Merrigum 21 01 

Kyabram 21 13 

Tongala 21 29 

Echuca 21 50 


It is of some interest that Echuca - Melbourne - 
Echuca, via the North East line using train and bus 
connections, is 59 minutes faster on the up and 33 
minutes faster on the down than via Bendigo. Refer 
details of Echuca - Melbourne - Echuca in the North 
section. 


Delays: Two major delays occurred during October. 
On Sun.2.10, the 07 05 (8312) up Albury pass. failed at 
Violet Town due to N457-A85 running out of fuel. It 
was noted through Mangalore 110 minutes late. On 
Fri.20.10, B65 was detached from the 06 20 (8310) up 
Albury pass. at Seymour and attached to the 17 05 
(9304) Wodonga - Melbourne Yard goods which was 
running about 12 hours late due to a derailment 
further north. 

Flying Scotsman: On Sun.6.11, A3.4472-XFS2015- 
FS2017-FS2023-FS2021-RBS2160-FS2140- 
NVFF31772Y and R761-ABE5-ABU40-ABU32- 
BW63-BW67-BW80-BW68-B W1-BPL43-BCE]I ran a 
special train, with parallel running, from Spencer 
Street to Seymour and return. 


STANDARD GAUGE 

Mangalore observations: Steam specials during Octo- 

ber made the month more interesting. 

Fri.30.9. 8176 on down J/ntercapital Daylight at 10 20. 
8179-42205 on down Southern Cross Express at 
10 55. 8177 on up Intercapital Daylight at 19 06. 

Wed.5.10. 42207-42209 on up goods at 07 42. 

Sat.8.10. 8174-42217 on up goods at 07 42. C505 on up 
goods at 13 58. 

Mon.10.10. 8178-X37 on up goods at 06 55. 42217- 
42205 on down Jntercapital Daylight at 10 29. 

Tues.11.10. X37 on down Ford train at 17 25. 

Thurs.13.10. X37 on up goods at 00 35. 8175-C504 on 
down goods at 12 58. X37 on up Ford train at 17 25. 


Train: 


Train: 


Bus: 
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Sat.15.10. C504 on up goods at 12 44. 1210-3112 on up 
special pass. at 21 12. 

Sun.16.10. 3801 parallel with R761 on up special pass. 
at 15 40. 

Mon.17.10. 4201 on up special pass. at 09 45. 

Wed.19.10. 8166-C504 on down goods at 13 38. 

Thurs.20.10. C505-X37 on up empty car wagons at 
09 03. A3.4472 on up special pass. at 13 50. 

aaa G516-8168-G522 on up empty car wagons at 

Sun.23.10. G518-8168 on Sydney Express. 

Tues.25.10. A3.4472 on down special pass. at 09 52. 
G516-C504 on down goods at 13 35. A3.4472 on up 
ey pass. at 19 45. C505-X37 on down goods at 

Wed.26.10. C505 on up goods at 13 15. G-4201 on 
down goods. 8173-C505 on down goods at 22 56. 

Thurs.27.10. C505 on up goods at 13 38. 1210-3112 on 
down special pass. at 14 20. X37 on down Ford 
train at 18 49. 

Sat.29.10. 3801 on down special pass. at 14 21. 8179 on 
up /ntercapital Daylight at 19 06. 

Tues.1.11. C504-X37 on down goods at 13 35. G519- 
42202 on up /ntercapital Daylight at 18 44. 

Wed.2.11. C504 on down goods at 12 43. 

Thurs.3.11. C504 on down goods at 13 15. 8171-X37 on 
down goods at 15 35. 8170 on up J/ntercapital 
Daylight at 18 55. 

Fri.4.11. 8170 on down Jntercapital Daylight at 10 21. 
C505 on down goods at 13 47. X37 on down Ford 
train at 19 32. 42205-42215 on up Jntercapital 
Daylight at 18 43. 

Mon.7.11. C504 on down goods at 12 49. 


Special brake test train: On Sun.9.10, 8166-8176 
hauling a load of 1500 tonnes operated this special 
train passing through Mangalore at 10 55 and retur- 
ning at 15 10. 


Failure on down Southern Cross Express: On Fri.10.9, 
42205, hauling the Southern Cross Express, failed on 
arrival at Somerton Loop at 08 08 to cross the 
Melbourne Express. G522, which had arrived in 
Melbourne with a freight, was sent light engine to 
replace 42205 but was delayed awaiting a crew. 
Southern Cross Express was delayed for 2!/, hours. 
Also delayed was the down /ntercapital Daylight. This 
train arrived at Junee at 14 58 (55 late) and the 
Southern Cross Express arrived very soon after. 


EAST 


News Editor’s note: Comprehensive reports have been 
received from two contributors in the East. Although 
there is some duplication of information, neither has 
been edited in the interest of continuity and compre- 
hension. As in Newsrail, November, the reports 
include references to both traffic and works, which if 
split and sectionalised would render each less effec- 
tive. 


Warragul notes: Trackwork between Warragul and 
Longwarry has continued throughout October on a 
Monday to Thursday basis, normal working hours 
only. This has resulted in single line working for the 
entire section Warragul - Bunyip. At times the up line 
has been out of use and at other times the down line. 
Some traffic changes have occurred due to this long 
single line section: 
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* The 06 32 (4015) down Warragul pass. runs to 
Pakenham and is then replaced by a bus. 

* The 09 19 (4030) up Warragul pass. replaced by a 
bus to Dandenong. 

* The 13 53 (4067) down Warragul pass. runs to Nar 
Nar Goon and is then replaced by a bus. 

* The 13 55 (8428) up Traralgon replaced by a bus to 
Pakenham. 

* The 16 25 (4072) up Warragul pass. replaced by a 
country train at 16 10. 

* Empty cars (N set) ran up at about 13 50 from 
Warragul. There are no sidings between Warragul 
and Nar Nar Goon. Places to refuge trains are 
available at Pakenham and Dandenong. 


Some effects of the extended single line working 

include: 

* The 08 45 (8420) up Traralgon pass. has to wait 
outside Warragul until the down Gippslander clears 
Warragul and the single line. 

* In turn, the down Gippslander is often delayed at 
the end of the double-line at the up end of Bunyip 
until the up Bairnsdale has cleared the single line. 

* Passenger trains take about 20 minutes for 
Warragul - Bunyip. The total effect is that the 
Traralgon train, due out of Warragul at 09 32 is 
usually delayed 10-15 minutes. 

The new timetable, from Wed.9.10, sees minor 
changes only. The slowest time between Flinders 
Street and Warragul is 1 hour 53 minutes for the 06 20 
(4202) up Warragul pass. (change at Dandenong) on 
Saturday mornings. Fastest suburban train is the 
16 25 (4072) up Warragul pass. on Monday to Friday 
at 1 hour 22 minutes. (Stops all stations to Pakenham 
then Berwick, Dandenong, Caulfield, Flinders 
Street). 

This timing compares favourably with the Monday 
to Friday up Gippslander (stops Dandenong, Caul- 
field, Flinders Street) at 1 hour 38 minutes and the 17 
16 (8427) down Traralgon, Saturday, at 1 hour 44 
minutes (stops Caulfield, Dandenong, Pakenham and 
then all stations). The Sunday 08 10 (8490) up 
Traralgon pass. (stopping all stations to Narre Warren 
then Dandenong, Caulfield, Flinders Street) takes 1 
hour 43 minutes. 

Suburban trains stabling in the loop at Warragul 
set back out of the platform in the down direction, 
await the arrival of an employee to handset the points 
to the loop, then enter. This procedure is fairly slow 
and frequently causes delays to the 18 05 (8431) down 
Bairnsdale pass. The 17 53 (4083) down Warragul 
pass. is due at Warragul at 19 25, only 8 minutes 
ahead of the Bairnsdale train. As the suburban has to 
be stabled before the Bairnsdale train can be 
admitted to Warragul, the Bairnsdale train is often 
delayed at the home signal, particularly if the 
suburban is late. 

The 16 27 (4069) down Warragul no longer divides 
at Warragul. The six-car set runs the 18 48 (4096) up 
Warragul pass. the next day. The 17 52 (4083) down 
Warragul pass. is also a 6-car set, thus providing those 
cars for the 05 55 (4008) up Warragul pass. the next 
day. On Saturdays, this train divides, with only 3 cars 
running the 06 20 (4202) up and 07 25 (4251) down 
Dandenong pass. 

On Fri.14.10, strong winds caused delays with the 
15 45 (8421) down Traralgon pass. reaching Warragul 
at 17 51 (23 late). 
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On Wed.28.9, the 17 00 (8427) up Sale pass. left 
_ Warragul at 19 50 (1 hour 15 minutes late). 

On Sat.15.10, the 17 16 (8427) down Traralgon pass. 
consisted of T400-T408-X48(blue)-D-N3. All went 
well until Garfield when the train overshot the plat- 
form by several hundred metres. The guard 
announced that passengers were not to alight as the 
train would set back to the platform. Whether the 
hard stop at Garfield was to blame is not known, but 
coming into Bunyip, smoke filled the rear carriage 
(BN) and passengers were transferred to the BRN 
and ACN. This somewhat over-taxed the accom- 
modation in these two cars as it was Caulfield Cup 
day, with heavy patronage. The delay was 13 minutes 
and the BN was shut down and the lights turned off. 
Arrival at Warragul was at 19 13 (9 late). 

On Wed.9.10, the 06 50 (8410) up Traralgon was on 
time at Dandenong but was held there whilst a 
suburban was sent ahead of it. It then ran behind the 
electric through to Caulfield and arrived at Flinders 
Street at 09 25 (16 late). 

On Sun.23.10, the 17 00 (8485) down Traralgon, A- 
A-B with N set, was very slow between Dandenong 
and Narre Warren, stopping before proceeding at 
signals and level crossings. Neither booms or flashing 
lights were working at level crossings but everything 
worked normally from Narre Warren onwards. The 
train then picked up time steadily (from 12 minutes 
late at Narre Warren to 6 minutes late at Warragul). 
Bunyip - Warragul signalling and train running: Only a 
couple of weeks after the introduction of power 


signalling Warragul - Yarragon, the sections Bunyip - 
Longwarry - Warragul were commissioned. The 
single line section Bunyip - Longwarry is not 
controlled by signalmen but is automatically worked 
by the approach of trains, with up trains having pre- 
cedence. There have been a number of problems 
with this section with many delays and on occasions 
signalmen have been in attendance at Bunyip and 
Longwarry. 

Up express trains now gain 2 to 3 minutes as they 
no longer have to slow for staff exchanges. The new 
timetable of Sun.9.10, made no adjustment to 
running times. On the down, the 18 05 (8431) down 
Bairnsdale pass. on Monday to Friday, which had 
been tabled to wait line clear on the preceding 
suburban, now has an unchecked run. The schedule 
was left unaltered until the major changes in the new 
timetable, which meant that the train should often 
have arrived at Warragul 5 to 7 minutes early but in 
practice, it hardly ever passed Trafalgar on time as 
one might have expected. Since Mon.10.11, the 
schedule is 7 minutes earlier, which lessens the 
chance of on-time running. On the first day of the 
new schedule, the train passed Trafalgar 76 late. The 
best observed run so far was on Mon.31.10, when N 
class and S class locos hauled the train of D-D-D- 
ACN-BRN-BN through Trafalgar 2 minutes behind 
the schedule. 


15 45 (8421) down Traralgon pass.: This train has had 
its Spencer Street and Flinders Street times adjusted 
by another minute. During October, the punctuality 


A73 with the up Gippslander at Traralgon on Fri.16.9.88. (Rodger McCormack) 
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was fairly good. The following table shows the num- 
ber of minutes late at Trafalgar each day of operation: 


Week commencing: 


Mon.3.10* 12 5 8 25 5 
Mon.10.10. 13 4 15 2 26P 
Mon.17.10. eS) 1 1 ? 10 
Mon.24.10 10 9 6 6 0 
Mon.31.10. 0 0 22+ 6 6 


* — 15 44 from Spencer Street this week. 
P — timed at Pakenham. 
+— P class — see later item. 


On Fri.14.10, one of the days when the train was on 
time, the cross with the up Sale train still occurred at 
Hernes Oak and not at the up end of Morwell as 
scheduled. However, on Wed.12.10, the down was 15 
minutes late but still got through Hernes Oak for the 
up, which passed Trafalgar 12 late. The Morwell cross 
is extremely rare. 


School holidays: During the September school holi- 
days, one week of which coincides with the Royal 
Melbourne Show period, the 08 45 (8420) and 15 44 
(8421) up and down Traralgon pass. ran with a 5-car 
S set instead of the normal N set and overcrowding 
was reduced to a minimum. 


Single line: Trackwork in the Drouin - Warragul 
section occurred on Monday to Thursday for many 
weeks in August and September. As trains cannot 
cross at Longwarry, the single line section which had 
to be operated was Bunyip - Warragul. Daytime 
trains were given altered schedules. Two suburban 
runs (06 39 and 13 52 down and return) were termi- 
nated at Pakenham or Nar Nar Goon with a bus to 
and from Warragul. In addition, the 13 55 (8428) up 
Traralgon pass. ran much earlier as empty cars to Nar 
Nar Goon and waited there for a bus connection. 
One of the altered trains was the 08 45 (8420) up 
Traralgon pass., which waited outside Warragul to 
cross the down Gippslander. The amended timings 
were: ll 10 at Flinders Street and 11 17 at Spencer 
Street (17 and 13 minutes later than normal). On 
Mon.19.9, Wed.21.9 and Mon.26.9, this service was 
observed 3, 6 and 24 late on the altered schedule, the 
last run included a stop outside Spencer Street. 


Sunday services: The 09 20 (8481) down and 14 10 
(8494) up Bairnsdale services on Sunday are now run 
with 2xN sets and the regular use of S and Z cars on 
the Gippsland line has ended. The up train now 
forms the 19 00 (8487) down Bairnsdale from Spencer 
Street with two sets. The rear set is detached at 
Traralgon. Previously, the empty set returned to 
Traralgon on the 17 00 (8485) down Traralgon pass., 
normally locked although it was used on occasions to 
cater for heavy passenger loads. 

The 17 00 (8485) is notable for its use of multiple 
locos and the running is even better now that the 
train has only 3 or 4 vehicles. On Sun.23.10, A62-A71- 
B64 lost 15 minutes to Narre Warren after following a 
suburban train to Caulfield and encountering signal 
failures through General Motors but 9 minutes were 
regained by Trafalgar. On Sun.6.1], the train started 
from Caulfield because of a train examiners strike 
and was 22 minutes late at Narre Warren after over- 
shooting the platform and setting back. With X-N 
locos the deficit had been reduced to 9 minutes at 
Trafalgar. 
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Normally, the 17 20 (8496) up Bairnsdale pass. on a 
Sunday is hauled through to Melbourne by two T 
class locos but because of the train examiners strike 
the T class did not run the 17 16 (8427) down 
Traralgon pass. on Sat.5.11. On Sun.6.11, the up 
Bairnsdale, delayed at Hernes Oak by the late 
running 17 00 down, passed Trafalgar behind a 
B class loco, 5 late. 


17 16 (8427) down Traralgon pass. Saturday: This train 
is rostered for two T class locos but in recent weeks 
has had other locos as well. On Sat.15.10, the locos 
were 1400-T408-X48 with the X long end leading. 
The X class ran the 08 10 (8490) up Traralgon pass. 
the next day. 


Maryvale failure: X36 on the 17 00 (8438) up Sale 
pass. failed at Maryvale on Wed.28.9. Relief locos 
T407-T380 were brought from Traralgon and 
attached to the front of the train to haul it to 
Melbourne. The 20 28 (8437) down Traralgon pass. 
was formed by another set of cars behind S312-X41 
and the two trains changed crews at Oakleigh at 20 
57, where the up was about 85 minutes late. 


H set to Traralgon: Train services on most Victorian 
lines were affected on Wed.19.10. The most interes- 
ting result in Gippsland was the use of a P class loco 
and SH set on the 15 45 (8421) down Traralgon pass. 
This service was 22 minutes late at Trafalgar. The 
H set returned empty to Melbourne, passing Traf- 
algar at 20 00. Later, the 18 05 (8431) down Bairnsdale 
pass. passed 92 minutes late. The Traralgon train had 
2xN sets to balance cars at Traralgon. 


Cup day service: As is normal on a public holiday, a 
Saturday service operated. To cater for passengers 
returning after a long weekend, the 12 28 (8415) down 
and 17 00 (8438) up Traralgon pass. were extended to/ 
from Sale with catering and seat booking and a bus 
connection to/from Bairnsdale. The 12 28 (8415) 
down Traralgon pass. had to cross the up Gippslander 
and change locos at Traralgon as an N class and not 
the expected X class loco was used. Cup day was not 
a public holiday in the Latrobe Valley so extra bus 
trips were scheduled Garfield - Warragul - Traralgon 
to give a similar service to Monday to Friday. 


16 00 (8433) down Leongatha pass.: On Fri.4.11, this 
train consisted of P13-DH402-SH25(4 cars) in order to 
cater for students from the Leongatha primary school 
returning home from a week on the Train of 
Knowledge. 

Leongatha passenger service: During the period 
Sat.27.8. to Wed.12.10. there have been a few vari- 
ations from the usual single P class loco rostered for 
these trains. 

On Sat.27.8, P12 hauled the 09 45 (8409) down pass. 
and after arrival at Leongatha, P12 was declared a 
failure (apparently due to overheating). The 15 40 
(8434) up and 18 26 (8433) down pass. were operated 
by buses. On Sun.28.8, T372, which had arrived at 
Korumburra the previous night with T395 on the 14 
15 (9487) Tottenham Yard - Korumburra goods, was 
despatched light engine to Leongatha and hauled P21 
and its H set as the regular 16 45 (8488) up pass. 

On two occasions recently, double P class have 
been on the Saturday 09 45 (8409) down and 15 40 
(8434) up pass. These units, it is believed, were 
marshalled back to back for crew learning the road, to 
provide a clear view in both directions. The days 
involved were Sat.3.9. P16-P14 and Sat.10.9. P14-P16. 


NEWSRAIL 


N460 crosses a dry Melton Weir with the 07 45 up Ballarat pass. on Sat. 30.7.88. (John Dare) 


Another unusual movement that seems to be 
occurring more often is the use of the Monday to 
Friday 09 45 (8409) down pass. for loco balancing due 
to larger loads out of the sand siding near Lang Lang 
and the need to haul wagons from South Gippsland, 
i.e. empty oil tankers from Barry Beach, empty super- 
phosphate wagons and recently wagons loaded with 
rails and fittings from the closed section beyond 
Welshpool. A T class loco is dropped onto the front 
of a P class loco at Spencer Street. This T class then 
combines with another loco already at Korumburra 
to form the 14 45 (9482) Korumburra - Spotswood 
express goods. 


Date Locos No.8409 Locos No.9482 
Fri.16.9. T387-P16 T387-T396 
Wed.21.9. T376-P18 T376-T36l 
Fri.30.9. T393-P18 T364-T393 
Wed.5.10. T360-P12 T406-T360 
Wed.12.10. T365-P16 T403-T365 


On Sat.1.10, P16-P21 were on the 09 45 (8409) down 
pass. At Korumburra P16 was removed and 
combined with T362 to haul the 12 15 (9484) Korum- 
burra - Spotswood express goods. 

14 15 (9487) Tottenham Yard - Korumburra goods: 
Some recent sightings of this Saturday only goods 
include, 3.9, T381, 10.9, T352, 17.9, T382, 1.10, T373- 
T410, 8.10, T400-T357-T385-3xVHSY-VLCX-IxAN 
Bogie wagon-4xrail wagons-5xVTQY/F-2xVLFX- 
2xVFTF-2xVOFX-2xGY. 


METROPOLITAN 

Sand Train: Sightings of Nos. 9482, 9484, 9486 

Korumburra - Spotswood goods at North Melbourne: 

Mon.31.10. P21-T356-8xVHSF. P21 taken off. T356 to 
Spotswood and return. 

Tues.1.11. T356-7x VHSF-6xVTQF. 

Fri.4.11. T404-T401-8x VHSF. 

Sun.13.11. T380-11xVHSF. 

Mon.14.11. T380-T352-5xVHSF. 
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Long Island steel trains: Set out hereunder are the 
sightings of motive power. 
03 00 (9334) 10 30 (9529) 


Sat.1.10. G524-T408-X46 X54-T376-X53 
Mon.3.10.  X54-X31 X34 
Tues.4.10. S$306-S302-T387 B76-X35 
Wed.5.10. 1377-S317-S311 X34 
Thurs.6.10. S300-S307-T359 B76-T359 
Fri.7.10. X31-T358-P12-T360-T351 B75-X39 
Sat.8.10. $302-S317-T350 B76-X48-X39 
Mon.10.10. No train B65 
Tues.11.10. $301-S307-T351 X45-B75-T409 
Wed.12.10. No train B 


65 
Thurs.13.10. X51-X49 $302-S301 


Fri.14.10.  $300-T410-T408-T401  1T412-B76 
Sat.15.10. | $312-S300-T382 B75-S306-S310 
Mon.17.10. $302-S307-T371 X47-B76 
Wed.19.10. S300-X49-T398 Bo4 
Thurs.20.10. X48-S306-T387 B80 

Fri.21.10.  $317-S312-T374 B75 

Sat.22.10. _X49-S311-T350 B65 
Mon.24.10. G515-G532 B65 
Tues.25.10. S317-X46-T403 B80-T363 
Wed.26.10. S307-S311-T394 5 


Surrey Hills: There was another big power working, 
plus enhanced Sunday suburban services for the foot- 
ball finals. On Tues.6.9, a down goods at 04 12 was P- 
8xGY. On Wed.14.9, a down goods was T-GY. On 
Sun.18.9, X36-8xVOCX passed at 08 30 loaded with 
old sleepers. It returned at 13 50 with empty VOCXs. 
On Wed.21.9, a down goods conveyed 2xGY and ex- 
AN camp wagons PWSI15 and PWS19, which were 
former SAR Brill railmotor trailers en route to the 
Yarra Valley Tourist Railway. On Sun.11.9, there were 
extra down trains in the late afternoon, all being 
6 car. On Sun.1.9 and 8.9, there were again extra 6 car 
trains between 08 00 - 09 00. On Mon.10.10, T365 
worked a Coldstream goods. On the up journey it 
crossed T359 on a weed-spraying train at Lilydale. On 
Tues.18.10, a down goods passed at 04 24, T-6xGY. 
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On Fri.21.10, a down Belgrave 7-car wooden electric 
special passed at 09 07 and returned before 16 05. On 
Sun.23.10, suburban trains were 6-car because of 
traffic to the railway display at Spencer Street and the 
air show at Laverton. On Mon.24.10, T363-4xVFRX 
passed on the down at 23 48 and on the up at 01 49, 
Tues.25.10. 


Altona railway centenary: On Mon.24.10, T363 hauled 
BCE3-BE14-AE2-AE30 to Spotswood. On Sun.6.1], 
707 Operations ran a special train from Newport to 
Geelong via Altona to celebrate the centenary. 
Consist was R707-BW75-BW60-ABE3-BE82-ABE7- 
BE38-BE25-BCE3-BE14-AE2-AE30- Yarra. 


Spencer Street sightings: 


Wed.5.10. The up /ntercapital Daylight (8652) arrived 
20 29 (9 late) hauled by 42218 (Bicentennial livery) 
with 8 vehicles including SFE2274 with carriage 
lights failed. The 18 50 (8150) up Ballarat pass. then 
arrived and set in behind the /ntercapital Daylight 
at platform | thus effectively delaying Motorail 
shunting for 10-15 minutes. The 20 35 (8141) down 
Overland was powered by N455-N463. 


Sun.9.10. The 20 00 (8625 down Sydney Express 
departed at 20 09 with G516-17 vehicles. Sitting and 
buffet cars were three blue and three V/Line. Up 
Rutherglen Red special arrived 19 53 as T410-14CW- 
IBW-67BW-68BW-I5CW. 20 35 (8141) down Over- 
land had N455-N463-17 vehicles with six sleepers 
and 7 sitting cars, including 3RBJ and IRBJ (buf- 
fet/sitting). 16 55 (8336) up Albury pass. arrived 
platform | with A62-A81-2xN sets on time at 20 39. 
Both locos departed and at 21 00, S300-S307-S317 
coupled to the sets for unknown destination. S317 
led on the down and was end to end with S307. 


S300 was No.1 end leading. 21 20 (8281) down | 


Geelong empty cars had N462-3xN sets. 21 15 
(8143) down Vinelander consisted of N471-X31-X45 


both X class under power with long and leading)- | 
PH451 (grey louvre power van)-Nankuri-SZ287- | 


$J284-BZ285-BRS225-ACZ257-D324. 


Tues.11.10. The 20 35 (8141) down Overland consisted 
of N461-N453-VMPB-AMPB-7BJ(empty, no lights 


or air conditioning)-1PCO-Nomuldi-Allambi-No.1 | 


Club-Tawarri-Mururi- Yankai-Mokai-2AJ-5BJ-3RBJ- 
10BJ-1CO-Norman(round end leading)-SZ287- 
SZ285. 


Tues.1.11. 18 30 (8065) down Bendigo pass. A78-X47- 
$313-BS205-BS201-BRS226-BS212-ACZ255-D320- 
D309. 


Fri.4.11. 16 02 (8033) down Sunbury pass. T360- 
MTHIOI-MTH104-CP293. 


Mon.7.11. 16 02 (8033) down Sunbury pass. T399- 
MTHIO01-MTH104-CP293. 18 30 (8065) down 
Bendigo pass. X48-X53-S312-A81-D333-BS205- 
BS201-BRS226-BS212-ACZ255-D357. 19 17 (8069) 
down Sunbury pass. 56RM. 18 35 (8062) up 
Bendigo pass. A85-D337-D306-D340-N6. 


Tues.8.11. 14 55 (8052) up Bendigo pass. $312- 
ACZ251(ex Workshops)-D331-ACZ252-BZ264- 
BRS221-BZ270. 


Mon.14.11. 18 30 (8065) down Bendigo pass. X35-A77- 
X31-D320-BS213-BS211-BRS227-BS208-ACZ253- 
D329. 


Stony Point: On Sun.6.11, the Stony Point passenger 
service was 1360-T359-MTH102-DRC43, the DRC 
being defective. On Mon.7.11, DRC40-MTH103 went 
into service. 


T383 climbs away from Fish Creek with a small rake of VZRF/X rail recovery wagons, loaded with rails collected 
from the closed Welshpool - Yarram section. Mon.7.11.88. (Bryce Leydon) 


NEWSRAIL 


Rollingstock 


PASSENGER 


Repaints: Following the recent withdrawal of all 
Harris suburban electric MU trains, V/Line plans to 
utilise on this rollingstock to produce additional loco 
hauled air conditioned H sets. The new H cars are 
urgently needed to reduce overcrowding on 
commuter trains. They will also make it possible to 


_ phase out veteran AE and BE cars, some of which are 


| Ex 


about 80 years old as well as the K class cars on lease 
from AN. 


Spirit of Progress carriages: The following 


| carriages have been repainted into V/Line livery. 


VBK259, 261, VFK273, 275, VWFS214, VHN241, 


_ VRS231, 232, VFR215. VBK260 has been sent to 


Newport Workshops for overhaul. 


V/Line sleepers: SS285 and SS286, which are not 
required for the Mildura service, will be converted to 
BS type carriages to replace BE carriages in the S and 


| Zsets. 


N6: On Mon.10.10, N6 consisted of ACNI18-BNI16- 
BRS230. The BRN carriage was still being over- 
hauled. 


Goulburn goes grey: Special car, Gou/burn, emerged 
from Workshops in late October painted in the light 
grey and white livery applied earlier this year to No.5 
State Car and Norman. The new grey/white livery is 
part of V/Line’s policy of phasing out the blue and 
gold image introduced in 1937 with the launching of 
the Spirit of Progress by Harold Clapp. Apart from the 
dwindling DERM fleet particularly 64RM, specially 
painted for the Aus Steam display at Spencer Street 
on Sun.23.10 and Medical and Vision Test Car, 
Wimmera, the only other vehicle likely to survive in 


blue and gold is No.4 State Car. Goulburn, Wimmera 
and Campaspe (stored at Seymour pending restora- 
— tion) were originally built as dining cars in 1908. 


LOCOMOTIVES 


Loco comparisons: Further to a similar item in News- 
rail, November p.343. On Tues.4.10, the down Over- 
land with N454-N459-14 vehicles, maintained a steady 
60 km/h through the Ingliston Bank area from Dog 
Trap bridge through Bank Box and Ironbark Gully. 


_ Previous observations have shown that the S-930, X-S 
— or X-X combinations with the same load would attain 


52-53 km/h through the same section. A down 
Adelaide goods, C508-G525-38x VQDW/AOOX, 
maintained a steady 30 km/h through the same 
section about 25 minutes later. 

C class: C510 was at Newport Workshops on 
Tues.1.11, having airconditioning fitted. 


E class: The two E class locos used as shunters at 


_Jolimont Workshops have been withdrawn and 
replaced by Y class locos. 


~ G class: G533 was delivered on Fri.21.10. 


N class: Through October there was a shortage of 
N class locos for Victorian country trains. Four are 
now committed to working the Overland and a 
further four were out of service awaiting repair. As a 
result many trains were being worked with S and X 
class locos, particularly the Geelong, Ballarat and 
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Bendigo services. One South Geelong peak hour 
train was noted with a single P class hauling two N 
sets. 


S class: The future of $301 is in doubt following a 
collision in mid-October. 


T class: T356 is still in service and not stored at 
Spencer Street yard as stated in Newsrail, September 
p.282. T366 is the loco meant to have been on the 
stored list. 

T390 was outshopped from Newport Workshops 
on Fri.21.10. 

T354 has had the number plates removed and on 
Sat.29.10, was withdrawn from service, being the first 
V/Line liveried T class to suffer this fate. 


LOCOMOTIVES 


X class: X37 was placed on standard gauge bogies on 
Tues.27.9. Its first working was with 8179 on the 17 25 
(9675) Dynon - Cooks River express goods on 
Sat.8.10. 

X41, originally on the standard gauge, was returned 
to the broad gauge after being replaced by X37. On 
Wed.28.9, it worked the 18 15 (9141) Melbourne Yard 
- Mildura express goods with X44-X36. 


Y class: Y163 and Y164 were both at Newport Work- 
shops for overhaul on Tues.1.11. 


Stored locos: Further to Newsrail, September p.282, 
the following locos have been added to those stored 
at Spencer Street yard. B63, 82, S308, 315, T347, 348, 
Y112, 131, 132, 144, 146, 153, 154, 155, 170. Dynon Loco 
contains B69, S304, 305, Y139. At Newport Work- 
shops for scrapping are B68, Y128, 162. 


RAIL CARS 
64RM: This DERM was sighted at Dynon Loco on 
Thurs.6.10, having a radio installed. It was 


outshopped on Fri.21.10, and went to the railmotor 
depot at Spencer Street. It formed part of the static 
display at Spencer Street on Sun.23.10, and on 
Mon.24.10, returned to Dynon Loco for adjustments. 
On Tues.25.10, it operated the 13 05 (8315) down and 
16 05 (8322) up Seymour pass. It operated to Seymour 
again on Wed.26.10, and Thurs.27.10, and returned to 
Dynon Loco on Fri.28.10 for further repair. Subse- 
quently, 5SRM and 56RM have provided the service 
to Seymour. 

DRC41: On Fri.7.10 this rail car was noted at Newport 
Workshops on the wheel lathe. 


WHY NOT SUBSCRIBE AND 
HAVE NEWSRAIL 
HOME DELIVERED? 


DETAILS: 


ARHS Membership Officer 
Box 5177AA, G.P.O. Melbourne 3001 
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Works 


SIGNALLING, SAFEWORKING & 
COMMUNICATION 


North Geelong - Ararat line: On Fri.14.10, at Lismore, 
it was noted installation of the solar-powered Train 
Arrival Integrity and Locating System (TAILS) had 
commenced. Each track of the crossing loop has its 
own installation, consisting of twin axle counters and 
radio mast, located close to the down end points of 
the down track and the up end of the up track. This 
appears to be an operational installation, unlike the 
experimental counter that was sited near Inverleigh 
and is the first observed at any of the loops visible 
from the Hamilton Highway. Presumably this is the 
turning of the first sod for the tokenless safeworking 
system and if so is a significant event. 

Whilst crossing loops on this line are arranged for 
left hand running and in most cases a diverging entry 
for trains arriving from one direction, the new insta- 
llations on the Portland line have right hand running 
with straight entry. It is presumed this is to enable the 
use of stock US equipment as markings on the point 
equipment suggest air freight to Australia. Can some 
reader either confirm or deny this? 


WORKS AND SERVICES 


Mortlake: A visit to the area in mid-September 
revealed that the portable station building had been 
demolished with part of the walls still on site. The 
goods shed had been removed as had the four 
wheeled wagons that had been in the yard. The crane 
remained on site even though it had been advertised 
for sale and removal some time ago. A galvanised 
shed had been advertised for sale and removal on 
Sat.24.9. All the track has been removed. 


Jeparit - Yanac closed line: On Sun.2.10, it was noted 
that dismantling work was in full progress and the 
line has been lifted. Rail and sleepers are now being 
stacked in Jeparit yard. 


Goroke: All rails have been removed but old sleepers 
still litter the yard. The goods shed and office are still 
intact as is the station platform. 


Nhill: The railway station closed on Fri.26.8. Pass- 
enger tickets are now sold by a travel agency and a 
rural supply company handles freight and _ parcels. 
The Overland will still stop when required. The Shire 
of Lowan has requested that V/Line retain the 
station building for preservation. 


TENDERS 


Recent tenders called on behalf of V/Line include: 

* Purchase and removal of rail wagons located at 
Ballarat, Bendigo and Tottenham. 

* Supply and delivery, cut to length, of an estimated 
136 tonnes of structural steel for Newport ware- 
house and bogie shop. 

* Purchase and removal of rail stockpiles from 
Merton - Bonnie Doon closed railway line. 

* Purchase and clearance of unserviceable sleepers 
to be released from the standard gauge between 
Wallan Loop (47.262 km) and Somerton Loop 
(21.697 km). Approximately 6400 sleepers will be 
released from this section of track. 
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* Purchase of numbers 1 and 2, 8 tonne capacity 
gantry cranes at Dynon Freight Terminal. 

* Purchase, dismantling and clearance of 94 Ib/yard 
rail, 80 lb/yard rail, sleepers, and fastings from D 
siding at Seymour yard. 

* Purchase and clearance of unserviceable sleepers 
to be released from the standard gauge between 
Seymour Loop (100.25 km) and Broadford Loop 
(73.5 km). 

* Dismantling, salvage, purchase and removal of the 
Timboon Junction - Timboon closed railway line. 

* Manufacture, supply and delivery of steelwork for 
the Flynn’s Creek bridge. 

* Purchase and removal of rail stockpiles from the 
Myrtleford - Bright closed railway line. 


Registration of interest: V/Line is currently devel- 
oping a new driver training programme that will 
utilise computer based training (CBT) as part of the 
revised training programme. An integrated hardware/ 
software turn-key system for the project is being 
sought. It is envisaged the hardware elements would 
include but may not be limited to: 

1. 1 mini computer, capable of supporting CMI for 
2000 students, 400 hours of CAI and courseware 
development. 

1 colour plotter. 

1 colour dot matrix printer. 

5 video cassette recorders for interactive video 
replay. 

External disc drives sufficient for 400 hours of 
CAI and associated CMI. 

Scanner for input of text and graphics. 

Form reader for scanning mark sensitive test 
forms and check lists. 

Digitiser for development of coloured and 
dynamic graphics. 

Video digitiser. 

CAI and CMI software authorising and presen- 
tation package. 

The hardware and software should operate on and 
with the IBM PS/2 series of personal computers. 
Installation will be in the V/Line Driver training 
facility in Melbourne. 


NS Pew 
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ARHS MEMBERS’ LIBRARY 


WINDSOR STATION — 
UP PLATFORM 
ENTER FROM FOOTBRIDGE 


Open 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
every Tuesday 


FEBRUARY — MID-DECEMBER 


Visitors welcome to browse 


NEWSRAIL 


Preservation 


| Castlemaine & Maldon Railway Preservation Society: 
The society will receive a $15 000 grant from the 
Victorian Tourist Commission to prepare a business 
plan for the next five years. This grant comes on top 
of about $250 000 in CEP funding it has already 
received. The $15 000 will be spent on consultants 
who will draw up a detailed business plan, covering 
all aspects of the tourist railway’s operation. Further 
funding was dependent on the business plan being 
prepared. 

Steamrail Victoria Limited — Ballarat: 

* IAV The roof has been repaired and repainted. 
The exterior body has been given a pink undercoat. 

-* 600ZD Has had the second coat of paint. Running 
boards still need some repair. 

* ICV Approved by V/Line to run. 

-* 34BW Awaiting clearance from V/Line to run. 

* Water tank. An original 4 wheel water gin has been 
a by the Melbourne division for use with 
Y112. 

* Y112 The springs have been returned back from 

the workshops. The wheels have been returned 
from the Geelong machine shop. Slide buckle 
valves and ash pan are being fabricated. Cylinder 
and valve covers are being machined. Brass slide 
valves have been cast. New makers plates have 
been cast. 

A second D3 has been given to the division and is 
now stored in Melbourne. It will be used for spares 
and looks better than the other ‘spares’ loco, 
D3608. 

-Steamrail Victoria Limited — Melbourne 

* 38BE Recently repainted. 


* 61BW The next ‘large’ BW to be overhauled. 
* 80BW Second kiosk car. Has been fitted with signs 


Taildisc #22 


LETTERS 


Newsrail October, contained a letter regarding the 
Warragul - Traralgon re-energisation. Mr R Chapman 
replies in part to that letter as follows: 

It is unlikely that the power of the traction motors 

would need to be increased as the sets already have a 
very good power to weight ratio and are quite capable 
of 115-120 km/h. Anyone who has ridden on the 
~Comeng service to Warragul will agree that these sets 
often have superior performance to loco hauled 
trains. 

I agree that extra damping on the bogies is desir- 
able as the sway at high speed on rough track can be 


| a bit excessive. 


ODD SPOT 

This month’s odd spot has been replaced by a 
quoteable quote. Wodonga Depot Foreman, Mr 
David Melton, when interviewed by V/Line Update 
regarding his early experiences at Dimboola said, 
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similar to those on 7ABE showing The Vintage 
Train and Steamrail Victoria. 

* The Mornington 70 foot turntable was recently 
moved to Warrnambool, with a view to installing it 
within 12 months. 

* K190 Work on the axleboxes is progressing. 

* K183 Components removed from the loco are 
receiving attention. 


Yarra Valley Tourist Railway: 

* 34MT has been delivered. Mechanically it is in 

good condition but internally it is a different story. 

All but 3 of the 14 bench seats have mysteriously 

disappeared since purchase. 

220 metres of railway line and sleepers were 

removed from the Shepparton area and transported 

to Healesville. 

* The group has successfully tendered for the 
removal of the Port Melbourne viaduct. 

* Two permanent way sleeping vans have been 
purchased for $2100. 

* The Shire of Diamond Valley has voted to sell J516 
to the group. 

* T341 and W250 have been assessed as being in 
very good working condition. 


* 


ATTENTION NEWS REPORTERS 


Please note the News Editor’s address: 


News items should be sent to 
Denys Potts 
45 O’Gradys Road, Kilmore East, 3764 


‘There were still plenty of steam locos working in 
those days. You kept the goodies and sent the crook 
ones down to Hamilton. 

Hamilton would send them to Ararat. Hopefully 
Ararat would be able to send them to Maryborough 
or Ballarat. Anywhere to get them out of our district. 

If they couldn’t, they’d send the damn things back 
to us in Dimboola.’ 


NOTHING TO DO 
ON TUESDAY NIGHTS? 


Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the 


down platform at Windsor from 8 p.m. 


See you there! 
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 TEEB ENGINE SHED 


I ] 
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| MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES ! 
i 5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 I 
| Phone: (03) 890 7027 1 
| Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 1 
l Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 1] 
l Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. l 
1 sc ihn a se Sipe 
! ] 
1 I 
| | 
] l 
| 1 

I 
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. J. P. PRODUCTIONS 


20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 
MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 


| Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. 
| Please advise if HO/OO — Nor O scale lists required. 
i BRANCH LINE - 1 
ITT 3G SG SCF SS em 
| YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 1 
| HOBBY CENTRE 1 
| 490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 | 
i Phone: (03) 723 1211 i 
! I 
I 
| 


OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


TRAIN WORLD 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. I 
| OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
| Magazines and Books New and Used Models 
| Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 
| Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 


A.R.HLS. 
RAILWAY 
MUSEUM 


Open every Saturday and Sunday and 
Public Holidays (except Christmas Day 
and Good Friday): 12 noon - 5 p.m. 


Also school holidays — 
Wednesdays 1 - 4 p.m. 


Mid-week visits by arrangement: 
Tel. 596 3249 


Miniature Live Steam Rides: 
Fourth Sunday of month — 
February to November 


CHAMPION ROAD 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


Transport House 


RAILFAN 
SHOP 


<<: 


Rs 
Australia and overseas. 


=< 


<< =< SS 


os 


Roco Railways. 


SS 
os 


| 


>< S< 


589 Collins Street 
Melbourne, Victoria 
Australia 

Australia’s largest range of Railway, Tramway and Bus magazines and 
Books, Slides, Photographs, Video Tapes, Records, Badges, etc., from 


Telephone 
03-619 4567 


PLUS New and Second-hand Railway Models. 
® We stock Peco Track and Accessories — Both HO and N scales. 
Mantua HO Steam Locomotives 


Lima Railways HO and OO scales. 

Hornby Railways OO scale. 

Broad Gauge Models Victorian Kits and Accessories. 
Broad Gauge Bodies Decals and Kits. 

Victorian Railways Memorabilia. 


If we do not have what you are looking for we will try to get it for you. 


SZ 


>< >a <> 


2S 


Mail Order attended to promptly. 
We accept American Express, Bankcard, Diners Club, MasterCard and Visa. 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 


OPEN FOR BUSINESS 
9.00 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Monday to Thursday — 9.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. Friday 


9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Saturday 
We look forward to your custom 
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